
GRADE 5/6 AREA NEWSLETTER TERM 1 2020 

                                   WELCOME! 

Dear students, parents and caregivers, 

We are very excited to begin the New Year and Term 1. We’ve had a big 

start with the selection of school captains, grade 5 house captains and 

the SRC who are stepping-up as the leaders of the school. We also expect 

every 5/6 student to display and support our new school values (We Care 

About Each Other, We Are Learners, We Are Respectful, and We Are 

Safe), in their dealings with all staff, students and wider community. We 

are all leaders. The Prep buddies program is a great example of this, 

where the older students are supporting the new preps in beginning their 

school lives, and so far, doing a fabulous job. It is truly beautiful to observe their interactions.  

We are currently in the process of upgrading our access to technology across the 5/6 cohort. This will 

mean that we are able to embed technology more seamlessly in our learning and across all curriculum areas. 

All students will have a google classroom account and access to a range of educational platforms. We 

appreciate parents going through the Digitech Code Of Conduct contract with their children so that we 

can all use technology safely and with the school values in mind.  

An ecstatic welcome to our two new classroom teachers; Mr Jacob Torpey in 5/6T, and Mr Henry Jenkins 

in 5/6J! The students have made a great start welcoming these two into our school and they are both 

looking forward to a wonderful term of engaged learning with the 5/6 cohort. We are very lucky to have 

them as they bring fresh ideas, professionalism and enthusiasm to our team.  

Portsea Camp is quickly approaching, and we look forward to sharing this special time with the grade six 

students, where they get to interact with their close friends but also develop new friendships across the 

cohort in a completely different environment. Activities will include kayaking, snorkelling, high ropes, 

orienteering, archaeology, flying fox, a campfire, and of course eating delicious camp food. Please take the 

time to go through the checklist of ‘What To Bring To Camp,’ with your child.  

Kind regards 

Simone Meagher  

Grade 5/6 Team Leader 

 

 

THE 5/6 TEAM: 

Room 13 – 

5/6N  

Room 11 – 5/6B Room 12 – 5/6T Room 10 – 5/6J Room 18 – 5/6M 

Mr Matt Niciak Ms Agatha Blatti 

(Monday-Wednesday) 

Mrs Tayla Quigley 

(Thursday & Fridays) 

Mr Jacob Torpey 

 

Mr Henry Jenkins Ms Simone   

Meagher: Team 

leader 

 

 



 

 

 

Congratulations to our Leaders: 

School Captains:  

Eloise B &  Kerem G 

The Leadership Group:  

Teli K 56M 

Anna K 56J 

Rory M 56T 

Harry F 56J 

Tayla J 56B 

Ayda O 56B  

Alex G 56T 

Neko S -R 56T 

 

SRC Representatives: 

56N Stephanie W , 56B: Aksyaj H , 56T:Amanda P , 56J: Georgia T ,  

56M: Sekovi Mc  

Grade 5 House Captains 

Red Gold 

Lachlan C 56B 

Stefanie P  56J 

Archie R 56T 

Hannah H 56B 

Blue Green 

Owen Mc 56T 

Aleyna T 56N 

Vasili A 56M 

Jemma P 56B 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS TERM 1: 

 

Wee

k 

Date/Event Details 

ALL Fridays Interschool sports (see Sports section for 

details), whole school assemblies 

House Sports 



1. 28th Jan - Curriculum Day Pupil free day 

2. 5th Feb - Specialist timetable begins 

 

7th Feb - Special assembly  

Teams have concluded their planning days for 

the term 

Year 5 House Captains announced 

3. 14th Feb - Special assembly School Captains announced and badge 

ceremony for student leadership group 

4. 18th Feb - Parent Information Evening 

 

 

 

19th Feb - School council 

20th Feb- Smoking Ceremony and Values 

launch  

 

21st Feb - CAMP PAYMENTS DUE 

 

4– 5pm – Grade 1/2 Team 

5 – 6pm – Grade 3/4 Team 

6 – 7pm – Grade 5/6 Team 

Specialist Teachers 4 – 7pm 

 

2.30 Special Assembly  

5. 26th - 28th Feb - Grade 6 Camp  

6.   

7. 9th Mar - Labour Day public holiday 

 

10th Mar - Curriculum Day 

No school 

 

Pupil free day 

8. 18th Mar - School Council 

 

20th Mar - Young Leaders Day 

 

 

Participants will be House Captains, School 

Captains, Student Leadership Group, and 

selected students to make up participants 

9. 27th Mar - Last day of Term 1  

 

CURRICULUM: 

ENGLISH 

Reading and Viewing: 

As both students and teachers settle into routine, students will develop an understanding of reading 

expectations to set them up for the rest of the year. They will revise good reading habits such as 

what they should be reading and for how long. For example, all students should have both a fiction 

and non-fiction book in their Book Boxes to support their learning in the classroom. Students will also 

deepen their ability to analyse explicit information within a text and discuss whether there are 

alternate meanings that are not directly stated. This will be evident in text summaries which will 

incorporate key story elements to support the student’s voice and opinions. 



 

 

 

Writing: 

To begin the term the students will be exploring Science Reports. This is to support their learning 

during their Science Inquiry unit. They will be exposed to a number of scientific investigations which 

they will report on to show their understanding of structure and technical vocabulary. Following on 

from Science Reports students will develop their narrative writing skills; especially the planning 

stage. They will build on their ideas to support their writing during the drafting and revising stages. 

By the end of the term, students will have deepened their understanding of the writing process 

(planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to support their writing for the rest of the 

academic year. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

Speaking and listening are necessary for effective communication. Students will have the opportunity 

to explore and practice important skills that include the ability to share and clarify their ideas 

depending on the context and purpose. For example, changing their tone when sharing their writing 

for the purpose of entertainment or emphasis. They will also explore and develop the spoken language 

features such as pace, pitch and pronunciation to enhance meaning. Students will do this through 

class discussions, circle time, presentations and a variety of other class, unit and whole school 

activities. Speaking and Listening is an important part of building student voice and agency which is 

one of our whole school goals.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS: 

Students will be developing their skills in fluency and understanding, problem solving and reasoning. 

They will be extending their knowledge of the place value of numbers from four digits up to seven 

digits, including decimal numbers. Students will work on skills to help their understanding such as 

partitioning, rounding and estimating, as well as developing efficient counting tools. They will work on 

solving real life worded problems as well as open ended problems. Students will further their 

understanding of angles and two and three dimensional shapes including making models. Students will 

also work on collecting interpreting and organising data. Manga High is an educational site that will be 

used at teacher discretion for class and weekly home learning. It is designed with an understanding 

of neuroscience. As your child plays the game it is modified based on their performance (it gets 

harder or easier based on each individual child’s response). Students will be exposed to multiple areas 

of the curriculum and not just Level 5 or 6. This is to support and extend understanding of taught 

concepts. 

 

 

INQUIRY: 



This term our Inquiry unit focuses on a Science topic titled ‘Physical and Chemical Changes’. Students 

will learn the characteristics of physical and chemical changes through a variety of investigations 

conducted by individual 5/6 teachers. For example, all students will investigate combustion as an 

irreversible chemical change with Mr. Torpey one week, then examine reversible physical changes 

with Mr. Jenkins the next. Throughout all investigations students will develop their critical and 

creative thinking as they speculate and solve problems and make evidence-based decisions. Writing 

will be heavily embedded within the unit as students demonstrate their scientific thinking and 

reasoning in the format of weekly science reports on each teacher’s investigation. 

 

 

VALUES: 

We are Learners, We are Safe, We are Respectful, and We Care about each other! 

To support Coburg West’s new school values, students will participate in a range of theoretical and 

practical activities to develop their capacity to be learners, be safe, be respectful, and show they 

care for one another. For example, both Year 5 and 6 students will take part in the Prep Buddies 

program. This program will allow students to model expected behaviours and take on the 

responsibility of having a Prep buddy to assist during recess and lunch breaks. Students will also 

explore the new school values in a theoretical sense. This will be evident in our Hands of Safety and 

Support displays to show the support available to students in their learning journeys. 

 

HOME LEARNING: 

Each week students will be expected to read a take home book (from the school library, from the 

student’s personal collection or local library), practise their times tables, learn spelling words and in 

addition complete a task as directed by the teacher. Nightly reading is encouraged and students are 

expected to write the book title and pages read each night in their diary. Parents are asked to sign 



off on this. When students are unable to read because of extra -curricular activities such as sporting 

commitments we ask that this information is noted in the diary and that students attempt to read 

for a little longer on another night. For example; dancing 2 hours so no reading on Tuesday, reading 

20 minutes on Wednesday. Please ensure that the diary is returned to school daily for teachers to 

check and to assist your child in becoming more responsible for their own learning.  

Home learning tasks cover different curriculum areas and vary from week to week and can include 

hands on experiences such as construction, completing worksheets or investigating inquiry topics and 

creating projects.  If you have any questions about homework, refer to the homework guidelines or 

speak to your child’s classroom teacher.  

Home Learning will be uploaded to the school website on the 5/6 blog on Monday of that week. It will 

then be due on the following Monday.   A hard copy is available from your class teacher on request. 

Maths homework will be assigned to each student individually on the Manga High website. Every 

student has their own login details (username and password) which they have written in their student 

diary.  

 

 

 

 

 

SPORT: 

Grade 5s will be playing a variety of house sports in rotations, with new sports every three weeks.  

GRADE 5 HOUSE CAPTAINS The house captains will be responsible for running Friday sport sessions 

with the teachers, including setting up sporting equipment, organising other students and collecting 

scores and gear at the end. They will also be required to collect house points awarded by teachers in 

their classrooms every week across the whole school, and periodically speak at assembly. 

Grade 6s will be competing in Interschool Sport (Slow Pitch Softball, Basketball, and Bat Tennis). 

Any students selected in Interschool Sport will be notified by their coach. 

An Inter-school Schedule is posted in the 5/6 stairwell. 

 


