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VISUAL ARTS:   Joan McGregor  
Grade 5/6 
Using observations students draw their self-portrait. They focus on the elements of space, tone and 
proportion in this work. Students explore the principles of design using shapes as the basis for an 
artwork and begin to understand the importance of the planning process in art making. They 
experiment with tone using paint as their medium and begin to reflect on the effectiveness of their 
painting techniques. The students gain inspiration and ideas from the art works of Pablo Picasso. 
They use and manipulate the elements and the principles of perspective and balance as they explore 
and generate ideas. They begin to interpret the artist’s intentions and reflect on how effectively their 
ideas are expressed and communicated in their own artworks. 
 
 
LANGUAGES - Italian:  Marie Petersen /Nadia DiVincenzo  
Grade 5/6  

 

Benvenuti a tutti. This is an exciting semester for Grade 5/6 Italian students. In Term 1 they focussed 
on the theme of Introductions and Greetings. Students were invited to communicate and interact with 
students at our Sister School in Milan, Italy. They were required to write a postcard in Italian in 
order to introduce themselves and their families to our Sister School. “Ciao, mi chiamo.... 
Ho....anni.”  The aim of this unit was to develop student linguistic capacities in the areas of speaking, 
writing, reading and visual comprehension. This unit also aimed to consolidate and advance student 
vocabulary on the topic of Introductions and Greetings. 

In Term 2 students will embark on a virtual tour of Italy by undertaking an inquiry project on an 
Italian city of their choice. Students will imagine that they, as part of a team, have been selected to 
go on a school sponsored trip to Italy. The school expects them to keep a journal and bring back a 
variety of information about the city that they have chosen to visit.  As a team, they will present a 
PowerPoint presentation to their class in Italian. Their information will be detailed and accurate and 
will include modelled words and expressions in Italian to describe the city of their choice.  

 

 



 

LANGUAGES – Greek:   Georgia Kyrkilis  
Grade 5/6 

 
 
This semester, students are engaged in a major project on writing a postcard to a friend about a 
Greek island. They employ short, familiar texts, modelled language and research to construct their 
written text presentation. Word banks are developed to assist students with oral and written tasks and 
build on their lexicon. They engage in translation tasks to demonstrate their understandings. Reading 
their postcard aloud to an audience assists them to develop correct pronunciation and intonation of 
the language. Students will also study Greek mythology. Within this topic, students develop an 
understanding and appreciation of storytelling in Greek history and culture. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  Christopher Harvey & Can Osman  
Grade 5/6  

   
 
 
Grade 5/6 
During first semester there was a focus on softball, basketball, bat tennis, football and soccer. 
Emphasis was on game rules, skill development and an introduction to game strategy. Students were 
given the opportunity to put their skills into practice during our house sport competition. Students 
also participated in a range of fitness challenges and set individual running targets to improve their 
fitness in preparation for the cross country trial. 
 

All students from grade Prep to grade 6 have been working hard on their running in 
preparation of our School Fun Run on Wednesday the 6th of June. 

We are looking forward to the Melbourne City FC coaches attending our school during term 2 
to run soccer clinics with the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PERFORMING ARTS:   Merinda Meta  
Grade 5/6 

   
 
 
Students in Years 5/6 have had many different musical experiences and have also learnt about 
different styles of music. This involved learning about Pop music in which they learnt an 
instrumental fragment of the song ‘Pumped Up Kicks’. This was a fun, engaging activity for the 
students where they learnt the song in groups of 4-5, with students on ukulele, glockenspiels, 
percussion and guitar. Some students who had never played a chord on a ukulele before were playing 
the chord progression by the end, which was fantastic to see. As part of learning this song, students 
learnt about the layers that create a pop song, which lead the students to learn about riffs. Students 
then had the opportunity to compose their own riff along to a chord progression. We finished this 
unit off by singing an arrangement of a ‘Four-chord Song’, which reinforced how simple pop songs 
are! Students are now learning about African drum music, which is giving them opportunity to 
experience a completely different style of music and to play different instruments.   
 
 


