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Dear Parents / Caregivers, 
 
We hope you all enjoyed a wonderful break with your family. It is 
amazing how much some children seem to ‘grow up’ during the 
holidays.  
 
Term two is a busy term. Students begin to consolidate their 
learning now that routines are established and everyone has 
settled in to school. Teachers are beginning to compile 
information for student reports, which will be given out prior to 
parent/teacher interviews towards the end of the term. 
 
A big thank you to the parents who have helped us out this year, 
whether you have volunteered for Literacy Support, worked with 
small groups in Oral Language or PMP, or assisted with jobs such 
as cutting up laminated sheets, please know it is much 
appreciated. Thanks also to everyone for supporting us by 
continuing to encourage your children to walk into their 
classroom each day with a positive attitude and confidence in 
their ability to manage tasks, like unpacking bags and putting 
things where they belong independently. Yes, we know there 
are’ those mornings’ when your child takes an eternity to get 
dressed, there’s barely time to eat or drink, you forget the take 
home book and, just when you think you’re almost ready to 
leave, you spend time you don’t have looking for somebody’s 
shoes/drink bottle/hat. Rest assured, almost ALL of us have those 
days (‘best laid plans’ and all that...) and luckily just walking 
through the school gate usually helps us regain some sense of 
composure after that mad rush (at least on the outside). The fact 
that the children are sitting on the floor just after nine o’clock, 
ready to listen and learn is testament to the great job you are all 
doing.  
 
It is lovely to see many children beginning to play together in the 
yard. As children become more aware of others around them, 
they begin to develop social skills and learn about how to get 
along with others. 
 
PREP TEACHERS 
Nicole Saville (Prep Coordinator – Prep N - Room 27) 
Fiona Bird (Prep B - Room 28) 
Adriana Siciliano (Prep S – Room 26) 
Amy Lebon (Prep L – Room 25, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday) 
Libby Stewart (Prep L – Room 25, Thursday and Friday) 
 
DATES TO NOTE 
Thursday 9th May – Mothers and Significant Others Stall 
Beginning Monday 13th May to End of Term 2 – Jump Rope for 
Heart 
Friday 17th May – School Disco 
Tuesday 21st May – Life Ed Van 
Wednesday 22nd May – National Simultaneous Storytime 
Thursday 30th May – Alpha Show (incursion) – King Arthur  
Thursday 6th June – School Photo Day 
Monday 10th June – Queen’s Birthday – No School 
Week of Monday 24th June – Semester 1 Reports home 
Wednesday 26th June – Parent Teacher Interviews 
Friday 28th June – End Term 2 
 
 
 

 
LITERACY: 
 
Writing  
The Preps will continue to be involved in Language Experience 
activities during the writing block this term. Children will be 
encouraged to discuss an experience they have had and then 
record it in sentences to develop a story they can then re-read. 
This supports the development of pre and early reading. It has 
been wonderful to see the children’s confidence continue to 
grow and their love for sharing their writing with others. 
To assist the development of your child’s writing at home, our 
focus for handwriting this term will be on the letters; c, h, o, r, j, 
sh, d, n, e, g, l.  We will concentrate on correct pencil grip, 
formation, starting points, size and posture while writing. This 
term we will focus on the following high frequency words; here, 
look, go, is, in, my, am, up, at, come, on, it, saw. We will be using 
the high frequency words in both our reading and writing. Over 
the term, children will be given writing goals to focus on to help 
them develop their writing skills. Also, take as many opportunities 
as you can to write at home. This can be in the form of lists, 
greeting cards, stories or posters. Make it as fun as you can! 
 
Reading 
Over the past few weeks the Prep classes have been exploring 
the reading prompts ‘does it make sense’, ‘does it look right’ and 
‘does it sound right’.  This has allowed the students to really think 
about the words they are reading in correspondence to the story 
and the picture. We are also using the strategies of cross checking 
the picture with the initial letter of a word, predicting, reading on 
and re-reading to figure out difficult words.  
All children continue to be engaged in a range of reading 
activities that help build their understanding and connection of 
letters and sounds, high frequency words and decoding skills. We 
will introduce a range of reading problem solving strategies over 
the remainder of the term. During the term we will also be 
working on reading comprehension strategies such as retell 
(beginning, middle and end) and learning about the structure of 
narrative texts (orientation, complication, resolution and 
inference skills). 
We are beginning to establish Classroom Library routines and 
assisting children to understand the process. We will be 
introducing children to Reader’s Notebook activities that respond 
to texts they are reading during Reading sessions. 
During daily reading sessions teachers model ‘reading with 
fluency’ (reading smoothly – the way we talk).  Children are 
strongly encouraged to do the same from the moment they start 
independently reading.  Reading with fluency and phrasing 
(correctly pausing at full stops and commas) greatly assist in 
children’s comprehension of stories.  You can help your child 
practise this at home by encouraging them to reread their home 
reader, or even just a page, with fluency – not like a robot  
 
Oral Language 
Oral Language underpins development in all areas of learning, 
particularly reading and writing. We are so pleased with the level 
of parent support we have received and how the children are 
working during this intensive program.  This semester we will be 
focussing on a variety of different areas including; syllables, 
rhyme, auditory memory, phonological awareness, giving and 
following instructions, prepositions and building our vocabulary. 
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Tell and Show is a major component of our oral language 
program and all children are encouraged to bring a ‘hidden’ 
object every Wednesday.  Our focus is more on the ‘talk’ about 
the object rather than the object itself.  Objects such as photos, 
ticket stubs, books and maps often illicit more discussion than a 
newly bought toy.  It might be helpful if you discuss your child’s 
‘show’ choice with them and prepare them with answers to 
‘who’, ‘what’, ‘when’ ‘where’ and ‘why’ questions. 
 
MATHEMATICS 

 
The students are continuing to develop their understanding of 
numbers to 10 and beyond. We have been comparing numbers, 
counting and ordering small collections and representing 
numbers in different ways. Recently, we have been investigating 
the number ‘before and after’ particular numbers, a concept 
which is not as easy as it may seem to us! This work lays the 
foundation for mathematical understanding in later years and 
hands on activities are vital to allow children to manipulate 
materials and ‘see’ what numbers look like. Children will also be 
exploring the different ways we can make a number (part-part-
whole) up to ten. 
Our current measurement focus is shape. We have been looking 
at identifying and naming shapes, where we find shapes in the 
environment and the properties of different shapes, i.e. the 
number of corners and sides. We are beginning to focus on 
length. We will be discussing and investigating how to measure 
objects using a variety of informal units (such as string, hands, 
counters etc.) It would be great if you encouraged your child to 
practice measuring the length of objects around your home.  
 
INQUIRY 
 
This term, the Prep students are discussing the topic ‘Our Body 
Matters’. We will be learning about ways to keep our bodies 
healthy. Some topics we will cover include: healthy eating, the 
different food groups, exercise, the importance of water and 
personal hygiene. It would be valuable to chat with your child at 
home to re-iterate their learning about caring for their bodies. 
 
YOU CAN DO IT! 
 
This term we are introducing a Social-Emotional learning 
curriculum called ‘You Can Do It!’ (YCDI).  YCDI is a program that 
will teach your child a number of different skills he or she needs 
to know to be successful and happy, not only this year but during 
your child’s years in primary and secondary school. 
The program is based around teaching 5 Foundations that young 
children need to develop.  Children will be introduced to the 
characters and lessons will focus on the definition, examples and 
the ‘self-talk’ of each foundation.  The characters/foundations are:  
Connie Confidence, Pete Persistence, Oscar Organisation, Gabby 
Get-Along and Ricky Resilience. 
We will be focussing on these Foundations towards the end of 
this term. Attached to this newsletter is information on each 
character to provide you with ways that you can continue these 
conversations at home with your child.  
 
 
 
 
 

DIGI TECH 
 
Our Digi Tech program is run by the Digi Tech Learning Specialist Mr. 
Trist Jones on alternate weeks. The main focus this term is on safe 
practice of digital technologies and coding. Children will be 
developing coding abilities through iPad and computer programs 
and robots.  
 
SEESAW 
 
This term the children will be trained to post their own messages on 
seesaw. This will include them taking photos of work and videoing 
other children. We know you will love these even though they may 
not be of the standard you are used to.   
 
iPADs 
 
The iPads are being used to support literacy, numeracy and 
inquiry lessons. The students are jumping at the chance to use 
fun apps for 10 minutes during free time Friday. 
 
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child at 
school please make an appointment with the teacher. 
 
Don’t forget to regularly check the school website for general 
information, past and present newsletters, blogs and updates.  
 
Kind regards,                                
Prep/Foundation Teachers 
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Ricky Resilience 
- When I get upset, it is good to find someone to talk to 

- When I am upset, it is good to find something fun to do 

- When I am upset, it is good to take 3 big breaths 

 

Oscar Organisation 
- Setting Goals – it is good to do my best work 

- Planning my time 

- Listening Carefully 

- Taking care of things 

 

Petey Persistence 
- I can do it when I work hard 

- Giving effort 

- Working tough – to do my best sometimes I need to do 

things that are not easy or fun 

 

Connie Confidence 
- Accepting myself 

- Taking risks 

- Being independent 

 

Gabby Get-Along 
- Being tolerant of others 

- Thinking before acting 

- Playing by the rules 

- Social responsibility – it is good to help others and make 

things safe 
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