
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 Friday 13th October 2023 
 

CWPS ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS 

OCTOBER   

Wednesday 18th  Grade 6 Special Photo Day 

Grade 2 Excursion Melbourne Museum 

Thursday 19th         Grade 5 Excursion Botanical Gardens 

Prep 2024 - Play & Stay 9.30am – 10.30am 

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th  Grade 6 Swimming Lessons 

Wednesday 25th  Grades 5M and 5R Excursion Immigration Museum 

Thursday 26th  Grade 5T Excursion        Immigration Museum 

Prep 2024 - Session 1 9.15am – 10.30am 

Monday 30th  Grades 6F and 6R Excursion ACMI 

NOVEMBER   

Wednesday 1st  Grade 6A Excursion ACMI 

Prep 2024 - Session 2 9.15am – 10.30am 

Monday 6th  Curriculum Day Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 7th  Melbourne Cup Pupil Free Day 

Wednesday 8th  Grades Prep and 4 Excursion Botanical Gardens 

Monday 13th  Grade 4 Incursion Science 

Thursday 16th  Prep 2024 - Session 3 9.15am – 10.30am 

Monday 20th  Grade 2 Bush Day 8am to 6pm 

Monday 27th  Grade Prep Excursion     Werribee Open Range Zoo 

DECEMBER   

Wednesday 6th     Whole School Concert & Picnic Senior Yard 5:30pm 

Thursday 7th  Grade 1 Excursion Airoworld 10am – 12pm 

Friday 8th  Grade 4 Excursion Palace Cinemas, Pentridge 

Monday 11th – Friday 15th  Grades 3 and 4 Swimming Lessons 

Tuesday 12th  Grade 2 Excursion ACMI 

Thursday 14th  Grade 6 Excursion Luna Park 

Friday 15th  Meet the Teacher 11.45am – 1.15pm 

Monday 18th  Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony 

Tuesday 19th  Grade 5 Excursion Windy Hill Fitness Centre 

Wednesday 20th Last Day of Term 4  1:30pm Dismissal 

 

VICTORIAN TERM DATES FOR 2023 

 START ENDS LAST DAY DISMISSAL 

TERM 4 Monday 2nd October Wednesday 20th December 1:30pm Dismissal 
 

 



 
 
Dear School Community,  
 
Thank you for all the warm welcomes upon my return from leave this term. It was wonderful to see the smiling faces 
of students and parents entering the gates for the start of term 4. I was able to enjoy my travels through Malta, Greece, 
Turkey and Italy because I knew the school was in the good hands of Mr Copping and Ms Amerena who were willing 
to step up in my absence. I am grateful to them both for leading our school through to the end of term 3.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU 
So much has happened in my absence: 

• Well done to Ms Amerena on the great success of the Writers Festival and to all the children who 

submitted pieces for display and judging.  

• Congratulations to Betsy and the Community Group for yet another wonderful family day out at the 

Shore Reserve Showdown, and further congratulations to the team of parents who battled it out to 

bring back the Golden Boot.  

• A huge thank you to Sonia and the Buildings, Grounds and Sustainability group for the work gone into 

the improvements outside our Prep and Grade 1 classrooms. I am sure you will all agree that the 

decking, landscaping, and outdoors furniture make for some unique spaces for our children to learn 

and play. But also, a thank you to all the families who support our fundraising efforts through the year, 

as this is how we can fund such improvements.  

PLANNING FOR 2024 
As we commence this term, our planning for the new school year gets into full swing. I am working closely with Admin, 
Leadership, and staff as there is still a lot to sort through regarding staffing needs (both teaching and Educational 
Support), grade structures (how many classes) and what specialist/support programs we are able to offer, all of which 
is determined by the finances available.  
A lot has changed across our community in recent years, and this is having an impact on our financial position. With a 
decrease in enrolments, a drop in school-based revenue, and an increase in expenses, we too are needing to make 
some changes as a school. I will endeavour to keep you all informed once we are able to confirm our plans. 
Therefore, it is extremely important that if you or someone you know that lives within our school zone have not yet 
enrolled for 2024, please do so as soon as possible. Likewise, if you intend to move your child to another school to 
complete their primary school years, please notify our office as soon as possible.   
Meanwhile, our Transition Program begins next week, and we’re excited to welcome our 2024 Prep cohort and the 
new families joining our school community.  
 
PARENT PAYMENTS STILL OPEN 
One way families can continue to support our school is by making the voluntary contributions for 2023. These Parent 
Payments help cover the cost of all supplies and materials used by the children in their learning throughout the year. 
While this includes their daily use of stationery items such as pencils, glue, and paper, it also covers the costs of art 
supplies, maths or science resources and reading materials.  
With less than 60% of families having already made these payments, please be reminded that payments can still be 
made via the COMPASS App or directly at the Office.   
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
This survey closed in my absence and results are now available. Having sent out 211 invites, we had a response rate 
of 11%, with a total of 32 parents completing the survey.  
Some areas for improvement across our school are based around not enough communication from teachers about 
their child’s progress, teachers not providing useful feedback/responding to the learning needs of their child, and 
children not being taught organisational skills to manage school/homework.  
Pleasingly, some of the areas parents feel that our school is exceeding in include: 

• My child feels accepted by other students at school. 

• This school provides opportunities for my child to develop a sense of responsibility. 

• The school gives me opportunities to participate in my child’s education. 

• I feel this school values parent/caregiver/guardian contributions. 
 



COLOUR RUN SUCCESS 
A huge shout out to Mr Torpey, Mr Peric and Mr Harvey for their hard work in organising the whole school Colour Run 
Fundraiser event held last week. This fundraiser supporting the Alannah and Madeline Foundation was initiated by 
students and siblings, Estelle and Marcus who also worked hard in helping organise and promote this event. While I 
was very disappointed to be struck down by illness and not be able to attend, I am pleased that a fun day was had by 
all. It’s also pleasing to hear that the total funds raised by our school has grown. Another thank you to Siddhesh, a 
parent from our school, who took some amazing photos on the day and has shared them with us. 
 
While I am sure this final school term will fly by, I wish you all a great fortnight ahead.  
 
Kind regards, 
Mark COLAGRANDE 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLOUR 
RUN FUN 



 

 
We Are Learners / We Are Respectful / We Are Safe / We Care 

 

Grade Student Value Presented by 

Prep Y Zac We Are Learners  Ms. Youla 
    Prep L Zoe R. We Are Learners  Mrs Lebon 

    Prep S Ashar We Are Learners  Ms Zschunke 

1D Audery We Are Learners Mr Peric 

1E   Ms Esposito 

2C Vito We Are Learners Ms Cavoli 

2F Evelyn We Are Learners Ms Fonte De Vos 

2N Gianni R We Are Safe Mr Niciak 

3B George N We Are Learners Ms. Blackman 

3R Chiara 
Imogen 

Scott 

We Are Learners 
We Are Respectful 
We Care About Each Other 

Mr Robinson 

3S Asha We Are Respectful Mrs Spiteri/Mrs Pavich 

4K Ari We Are Learners Mr Krauss 

4M Erol 
Harry 

We Are Respectful 
We Are Respectful 

Ms McKenzie/Ms Corn 

4P Vivien 
Noah 

We Are Learners 
We Are Respectful 

Ms Preston 

5M  
 

Ms Mardesic 

5R Ava We Are Respectful Mrs Rigby 

5T  
 

Mr Torpey 

6A Ned P We Are Respectful Mr Aitken 

6F Sabine T We Are Learners Ms Franco 

6R Florence H We Care About Each Other Mrs Rigby 

 
                    CWPS GOOD CITIZENS 

These students are acknowledged and thanked by their House Captains for being Good Citizens by exhibiting positive 

behaviours which reflect our School Values. 

 

 13th October 

Green House Kaan 3R 

Red House Lucas 3R 

Gold House Ivy B 4M 

Blue House Brandon 6R 



 
 



 
 
 

 



Wellbeing Corner 

Features 

• Welcome to Term 4! 

• Last term’s National Day of Action Against Bullying. How our school is 

making connections, promoting caring for others, and standing against 

bullying. 
Welcome to Term 4! 

Spring is here and we all started back at school fresh a week ago. Was it only a week ago?       

Teachers and students are already busy and getting back to work quickly. Term 4 is a busy term at CWPS, and it is 

important that both teachers and students are looking after their mental health and wellbeing in what is a busy 12-

week term in the lead up to Christmas. It also will involve teachers giving student assessments and report writing to 

a deadline. Both tasks that can be a source of anxiety for both students and teachers.  

Self-Care For Students and Teachers 

This week we (Dan, Matt, and I) gave a presentation to staff on Self Care, in preparation for the term ahead. In 

counselling, building connections and having people that you love and spend time, with are called ‘Protective 

Factors.’ Having close friends and family would be protective factors. These factors help protect you as an individual 

from mental health issues arising and spending time with friends and family are also important as part of self-care. In 

fact, making connections has been shown to prevent mental health issues.  

Why feeling connected to school matters 

Feeling a connection to school is correlated with positive health and academic outcomes and is linked to positive 

emotional wellbeing including a reduction in levels of anxiety (Baumeister & Leary 1995). In addition, students with 

low levels of connectedness to school are more at risk of poor health and wellbeing and a higher risk of anxiety, 

depression, and low academic outcomes. Nurturing positive relationships between your child and their school really 

does matter, for their health and wellbeing, their mental health, their sense of belonging and their future.  

The National Day of Action Against Bullying 

The National Day of Action Against Bullying was held on Friday 18th August and both teachers and students worked 

hard to make the week in the lead up to it, impactful, educational and a lot of fun!  

After meeting with the Wellbeing Team, we decided that the best way to promote it within the school was to work 

with the Year 6 students to reward students who were demonstrating positivity and inclusiveness towards others. 

The Year 6s devised a positive reward system to give book-marks for those caught being good in the yard and 

helping others. Grade levels across the school, worked on creating buddy activities that nurtured a sense of 

connectedness between different year levels and had a great time doing so! Here’s some photos kindly provided by 

Andrew Aitkin and Natasha Fonte De Vos of some of their buddy activities on the day! 

 



Make sure you take time to build connections and create some time for self-care in what is a busy term to come!       

 
Written By Allison Mckenzie 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


