Coburg West
Primary School

Friday 2" May 2025
CWPS ACTIVITY CALENDAR
DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS
TERM 2
May
Thursday 8™ CWPS Info Sessions for 2026 9:30am or 6:30pm - Small Hall
Friday 9™ Mad About Science Incursion Prep
Monday 12" Education Week Open Classroom - Afternoon
Tuesday 13™ Education Week Open Classroom - Morning
Wed 14" to Fri 16" Gundiwindi Camp Grade 5
Monday 19" Fire Safety Incursion Prep
Monday 19" Labcoat Learning Toy Incursion Grades 1 &2
Tuesday 20th Living Safely with Pets Prep
Wednesday 21 School Photos Whole School
Monday 26" Fire Safety Incursion Prep
Thursday 29™ Earth Crusaders Incursion Grades5 &6
June
Wednesday 4" CERES Excursion Grades 5/6F, 5/6R & 2 5/6M
Thursday 5% CERES Excursion Grades 5/6T, 5/6C & /2 5/6M
Monday 9" Kings Birthday Public Holiday School Closed
Thursday 12t Campbell Turnbull Library Visit Prep D
Friday 13™ Campbell Turnbull Library Visit Prep L
Monday 16" Traffic School Excursion Prep
July
Friday 4™ Last Day of Term 2 2:30pm Dismissal
TERM 3
Monday 21 First Day of Term 3 Students return 9am
August
Wed 6™ to Fri 8% Mt Evelyn Camp Grade 4
Mon 18" — Fri 22" Book Week Whole School

Wednesday 20" (TBC)

Curriculum Day

Pupil Free Day

September
Fri 12", Mon 15" & Thurs 18th Swimming Program Grades 5 &6
Friday September 19'" Last Day of Term 3 2:30pm Dismissal
TERM 4
October
Monday 6% First Day of Term 4 Students return 9am
November
Monday 3" Curriculum Day Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 4™ Melbourne Cup Public Holiday School Closed
Mon 17"to Fri 21% Swimming Program Grades 1 &2
December
Mon 18" to Fri 12" Swimming Program Grades 3 &4
Mon 15" to Thurs 18™ Swimming Program Foundation

Friday 19™

Last Day of Term 4

1:30pm Dismissal




Dear School Community,
Welcome to Term Two. It has been avery positive start. | am guessing the three-day week
to start the term helped ease everyone back in.

Staffing Update

Over the last fortnight we have farewelled two of our Administration staff. Our Business
Manager Franca has moved on to take up a new job closer to home, while Anna from our
front desk has retired after many years on staff here at CWPS. On behalf of the school
community, we thank them for their service to our school and wish them well with what
lies ahead for each of them.

With these departures, we have a new Business Manager nhamed Monica who will be
starting with us during the next fortnight, and we have Sonia who has moved from being
part of the Education Support Team to our Admin Team on front desk. Also, this term,
Danielle has joined our staff to work with students as part of our Education Support
Team. Please help them all feel welcome.

Students Supporting Our Community

While we saw an amazing result with our fundraising campaign for the Leukaemia
Foundation at the end of last term, our students are now stepping up to support the
Reynard Street Neighbourhood House (RSNH). With Neighbourhood House Week
coming up from 12" to 16™ May, our students will be supporting our local RSNH with the
organisation of a casual dress day and a food drive. Students will be permitted to wear
casual dress next Thursday with a gold coin donation, while from Monday 5" through to
Wednesday 14" May, we will be collecting donations of non-perishable food items. All
funds and food items collected will be donated to our RSNH to support the good work
they do for all members of our community. For more information, please see the flyer
which follows in this newsletter.

Building Works Underway

You will have noticed that the maintenance works have commenced across our school.
The most visible work thus far is the work being undertaken to repair window frames
across our historic building. However, there is also work being done on the roof of the
southern building, as well as the historic building. As the term progresses, there will be
other areas being targeted with these works.

2026 Enrolments Now Open
As per the Department of Education’s timeline, enrolments have now opened for 2026,

and | have already taken many enrolment tours with families who are very keen to join
our school community. If you have friends, family or neighbours who are looking to enrol



their first child in school for 2026, please encourage them to call the office and book in
for their personalised enrolment tour.

Also to note, we will be holding our Open Day for new families looking to enrol, on
Thursday 8™ May, with sessions at 9:30am or 6:30pm. Families can register for these
sessions which include an information briefing followed by a school tour.

Alternatively, if you have a child ready to start school in 2026, please feel free to collect
your enrolment pack from the front office.

Voluntary Contribution Payments
| wish to remind everyone that your Voluntary Contributions can be paid using the Qkr

App.

These payments help our school cover the costs of providing all the materials and
resources your children need to engage in their learning. Whether it be pencils, glue,
workbooks, paints, sporting equipment, laptops, musical instruments, counters or
books to read, payment of the Essential Learning ltems helps us replenish these items
as required for your children.

Other payments listed assist us in areas such as employing Sue our School Nurse and
Tony our Grounds Keeper.

Then there are also the tax-deductible donations families can make to our Building Fund
and Library Fund, which help us in replenishing reading sets and stocking the library
shelves, while also working towards upgrades such as new carpets in classrooms.

Please see Compass emails and Newsfeed for more information or go direct to Qkr to
make payments.

Thank You CWPS Community Group

Please join me inthanking Sharnee, Betsy and the whole Community Group for their work
in organising both the Mother’s Day Stall and the Election Day Sausage Sizzle this
fortnight. | also thank you all for showing your support whether it be by volunteering your
time to help on these stalls or by simply making a purchase. Your support benefits all our
students by helping fund improvements to our school.

Kind regards,
Mark COLAGRANDE
PRINCIPAL



CWPS VALUES CERTIFICATES

We Are Learners / We Are Respectful / We Are Safe /

Grade Student Value Presented by
00D |AylaB. We Are Respectful Ms. Jones
00L  |Darius B. We Are Learners Ms. Lebon & Ms. Amerena
1/2E  [|Reuben We Are Safe Ms. Esposito
1P [Rayhaan We Are Safe Ms. Parker
1Y Zara We Are Learners Ms. Youla
2F |Hendrick We Are Learners Ms. Fonte De Vos
2S |Nico|a We Are Learners Ms. Spiteri & Ms. Pavich
3A |0ttavia We Are Learners Mr. Aitken
3P |Ivy We Are Learners Mr. Peric
4p |Gianni We Are Learners Ms. Preston
4R Sebastian We Are Learners Mr. Blackman
5/6C |Archie We Are Respectful Ms. Corn
5/6F [Ella We Are Learners Ms. Franco
5/6M JAmelia A. We Are Learners Ms. McKenzie & Mr. Niciak
5/6R Ms. Rigby
5/6T |Mr. Torpey
Vis. Arts JPatrick O. (OOL) |We Care [ms. Kyrkillis & Ms. DiVincenzo
P.E. Mr. Harvey
Italian |iggy A. We Are Learners Ms. Petterson & Ms. DiVincenzo
Perf. Arts |Anais T. We Are Respectful Mr. Flynn

CWPS GOOD CITIZENS

These students are acknowledged and thanked by their House Captains for being Good Citizens by

exhibiting positive behaviours which reflect our School Values.

2" May

Green House

Georgia 5/6F

Red House Charlie 1P
Amber 5/6M
Blue House Ned 2F




Letter from the School Council Treasurer
— 2025 Voluntary Contributions

Dear Parents and Carers of Coburg West Primary School (CWPS),

As we start Term 2, | want to take a moment to express my gratitude for your ongoing
support of our incredible school community. CWPS is a place where our children grow,
learn, and thrive. That’s because of the dedication and generosity of families like yours.

Historically, our school community has rallied together to ensure CWPS remains a
leading state school in the area, with voluntary contribution rates in the high 90%
range. However, over the past three years, this participation has dropped significantly,
making it harder to provide the enriched learning experiences our children deserve. We
know that financial pressures are real for many families, and we completely
understand that contributions are a personal decision. At the same time, every
contribution, no matter the size plays avitalrole in keeping CWPS a place where
students flourish and where new families want to bring their children.

How Your Contributions Make a Difference

Government funding covers the basics, but it’s our community’s support that allows
CWPS to go beyond and offer:

Specialist art, music, and STEM programs that spark creativity and innovation
Up-to-date classroom technology and resources to enhance learning
Well-maintained facilities and playgrounds for a safe and welcoming environment
Our unique school nurse program to support student wellbeing

Every dollar contributed combines to:
N Fund essential classroom resources
N Maintain our specialist programs

N Keep our facilities in top condition

N Support our school nurse

A Special Note on Our School Nurse Contribution

One of the unique aspects of CWPS is our ability to provide a dedicated school nurse,
thanks to the support of our community. Unlike many schools that rely on office staff or
a roster of teachers to manage health concerns, we are fortunate to have a qualified



nurse on-site. This ensures that our children receive the highest level of care for any
bumps, scrapes, or health needs that may arise during their time at school. Your
contributions help us maintain this vital service, ensuring our kids are safe, healthy,
and ready to learn.

We’re Here to Help

We understand that every family’s circumstances are different, and we want
contributions to be accessible for all. If you’d like to contribute but need flexibility,
please know:

1 All contributions are voluntary
1 Flexible payment plans are available
1 Confidential supportis always an option

Tax-Deductible Opportunities

For families looking to contribute in a tax-effective way, you may choose to support:
Building Fund (tax deductible) — This has been used recently for the outdoor
learning area, upgrades to the renovated early year learning rooms.
Library Fund (tax deductible) — This is use yearly to update classroom guided
reading sets, take-home readers, updating library books

Easy Ways to Contribute

QKR app (quickest option)
School office (cash/EFTPOS)
Phone payment on (03) 9386 1286

CWPS is more than just a school, it’s a community, and together, we can ensure our
children continue to receive the very best education in an environment where they feel
supported and inspired. Thank you for being part of this journey and for any way you’re
able to contribute.

With sincere appreciation,
Tomma Morris
School Council Treasurer
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2025 VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE

A message from the grganisers!

Can you believe it has been 20 years since the Challenge started in 20057 More than 4.5
million young readers have completed an amazing 63 million books as part of the Challenge.

To celebrate the 20th anniversary, we are working with some amazing pariners at the State
Library of Victoria and the Children's Book Council Of Australia (Victoria) to deliver some
special activities for children and families throughout the year.

Keep an eye on our Eacebook page to find out what's on and how you can take partl

Well Done CWPS!

It's s0 great to see so many students have commenced the Victorian Premier’s Reading
Challenge. Let's hope so many more students jump on board and participate. We already
have 10 students who have completed the challenge, now they continue to read for
pleasure and add any additional books to the register to document their year of reading.

For those of you who have not yet added any books, it's time to get started. Test your
login and add those books. If you are having trouble, please email the school at
coburg.west. ps@education.vic.zov.au and direct your query to Patricia Amerena.

Also remember that all books should be entered no later than Friday 57 September 2025.
Good luck and continue reading!

Patricia Amerena
English Leading Teacher



COBURG WEST PS

PHOTO DAY
WEDNESDAY 21S5T MAY 2025

Orders can now be made through your Compass Portal via your email link or
under the COMMUNITY tab

PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW TO ENSURE OUR BEST PRICES!

FAMILY PHOTOS

Family/Sibling photos are available for students attending school.
Orders must be placed by 11:59PM the day before photo day.

Parents with 3 or more children can receive a concession with our
Premium or Classic packs. To take up this offer, please contact us prior
to photo day.

» N <~ R X R RN

We’'re here to help.

9466 7331 | admin.nem@msp.com.au

photography
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Coburg Primary have been working hard on the
ResourceSmart Biodiversity module. Biodiversity refers
to the variety of living things on Earth, including plants,
animals, fungi, and microorganisms.

The Biodiversity Module helps schools to protect and
improve the land (school grounds and surrounds), the
local ecosystem, and plant and animal habitats. As part
of RSS program, we have conducted a Biodiversity
audit, are tracking our Habitat Quality Assessment
Score and have created Biodiversity Improvement
Action Plan.

In 2025, our Biodiversity score was 63. This is a big
increase on our previous score of 42 in 2023. The
students have been engaging in some great biodiversity
related learning including;

91 Participating in the Schools for Wildlife program
where students are guided to design and create a
fully planted, wildlife-friendly garden at school.

9l Visiting CERES and participating in the Indigenous
Perspectives excursion where students tasted
some delicious bush tucker in the form of Lemon
Myrtle, River Mint and Salt Bush leaves.
Fighting extinction excursion to Melbowrnhe Zeo:

1 Students discovered what a Copservatio
Scientist does and what toolsthey/usé totrack,

locate & monitor endangered gpgcjies: m
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Raised money forthe rainforest alliance on World Environment
Day 2024

1 The students have come up with some exciting plans for the
next 12 months to help increase biodiversity around the
school. Keep your eye out for these future Biodiversity
improvements.

¢ |nstallaworm farmto help transform food scraps and
other organic waste into valuable resources like worm

castings

® Fixthe bird bath to provide avital water source for birds &
beneficial insects to drink / bathe.



¢ |nstallanestboxtoincrease habitat for wildlife

® Take partin National Tree Dayto promote
community tree planting and environmental
conservation

® Plantmoreindigenous plantsto provide
habitat, shelter and food for our wildlife

Greatwork everyone!

We are a
ResourceSmart
School

&




O Y H&UINIMNg R AEXHG'Y Y

Bi odi v A

Coburg West P.S is part of
the ResourceSmart Schools
program. This program
provides practical support
to schools to reduce
resource use, make cost
savings, and integrate
sustainability into the
curriculum.

We recently completed a
Biodiversity audit of the
school grounds. Our grade
4/5/6 environment leaders
surveyed the school
grounds counting trees,
shrubs & wildlife. They also
looked at weeds and how
the soilis managed.

After the audit the students
worked with our CERES
facilitator to create a
Biodiversity Action Plan to
help increase levels of
Biodiversity at our school.
The students had some
great ideas such as fixing
the bird bath, installing
nesting boxes, planting
indigenous plants and even
getting chickens!

Great work everyone!
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Itallan News

[~

Ciao everyone. In Italian, as part of our learning we
have been conducting experiments on our class topic of
Forces (Le Forze).

One of the fun activities we did was on the experiment
on acceleration (|l 6accel eraz

t hey work together. The ques
incline is bigger does an object go faster and further
away? (Se si alumaggeltadsi muiavé piun a z

velocemente e piu lontano?)

We used a ruler (unariga) and a toy car (una

macchinetta) to do this experiment. We

discovered that if the incline is steeper and taller the

|l 1Tttle toy car will go faste
away (piud | ontano). Student



groups to do this fun experiment. Some of the new
words we learnt in Italian were:

L O es per i(er@nmriemt)

La macchinetta ( little car)

L @ccelerazione ( acceleration)

Rallentare (slow down)

Piudo | ontano (further
PIiudo veloce (faster)

Written by Milana P (3A Italian student)

Pt T oeamr e LRI Bl

3A lItalian students conducting experiments on Le
Forze in Italian



A HUGE THANK YOV to our wonderful school community. With your kind donations to
the Library Fund and for your fundraising efforts with the Scholastic Book Club last
term. I was able to purchase some new resources.

With student input, I purchased novels (class sets) for Grade 3 - 6's to use as part of
reading groups in the classroom. In addition, some new Take Home Books have been
added to the Grade Prep to 2 reading room.

We are so lucky to have the opportunities to access the funds needed to support our
students with their learning both at home and at school.

Thank you again!

Patricia Amerena
English Leading Teacher



™ .‘,. Reynard Street
— — Meighbourhood House
Neighbourhood House Week

FOOD DRIVE
AND FREE
DRESS DAY

‘/r Reynard Street Neighbourhood House runs a food relief
program. We offer free lunches, a food pantry with canned
goods, and a fresh food market every Wednesday.
We'd love your support!
We're holding a Food Drive to collect items for our market
and pantry.

Also, on Thursday 8 May there will be gold coin donation

casual dress day at the school to raise funds for the program.

Thanks Coburg West Primary!

'\‘_ Your donations help families in our community. .

" ITEMS NEEDED N PLEASE DROP

« Mon perishable food DDHATIUHE Tﬂ FHUHT
= Pasta and Rice ﬂFFI CE B"f
ifa Mi WEDNESDAY 14 MAY

* Long Life Milk
« Canned tuna

« Canned tomatoes

\ /

Find us :104a Reynard Street, Coburg
Contact us: (03) 93867128
admin@rsnh.org.au




OPEN DAY

Meet our Principal and engage with current students and

staff, gaining first hand insight into our educational offerings
and extra-curricular activities.

Saturday 24 May 10.00am
Monday 26 May 9.30am and 6.00pm

760 Sydney Road, Coburg - Entry via Gate 1
Presentation and tour takes approximately 90 minutes.

Book online or call 9319 9299.
mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au elboune Avhiess

Catholic Schools

CRICOS 02227)




ITALIAN
IN MUSIC
(i

Learn ltalian,
one song
atatime! .

” /'1

A lively Saturday course / {'
for Foundation-Year 2 kids, U
created with Italy’s i <) 4
legendary Zecchino d’Oro.

-

10 May - 28 June
Saturdays 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Fee: $320 (8 x 2 - hour sessions)

Kids take home a special launch-edition gift.

Educational songs & interactive games make ltalian easy to learn.
Teachers professionally trained by Zecchino d’Oro educators.
Boosts confidence, rhythm, memory & friendship skills.

No Italian needed!

wage c.llt,.
o @ .’(
CLICK/TAP S =
TO REGISTER s 0 ® 3
YOUR CHILD = ' ' <
oW 189 Faraday St. Carlton 3053 Vic COASIT

www.coasit.com.au LANGUAGE



