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CWPS ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS 

TERM 3   

August   

Thursday 13th  Pyjama Foundation Fundraiser Whole School – Wear Pyjamas 
and donate a gold coin  

Wed 19th – Fri 21st Camp Grade 4 -Campaspe Downs 

Friday 21st Scienceworks Excursion Grades 1 & 2 

Monday 24th – Friday 28th Book Week Whole School – Parade 9:15am on 
Friday 28th  

Wednesday 26th Police Safety Talk Grades 5 & 6 

Thursday 27th Library Incursion Grades 1 & 2 

September   

Tuesday 1st Father’s Day Stall Whole School 

Friday 4th Dad’s Day Out Fundraiser - 4pm Tickets Available on QKR soon 

Monday 7th Writers Festival Assembly In the Gym 9am – 10am 

Monday 14th – Friday 18th Swimming Grades 5 & 6 

Friday 18th Last Day of Term 3 2:30pm Dismissal 

TERM 4   

October   

Monday 5th Term 4 Commences Whole School at 9am 

Thursday 15th Music of the World Incursion Whole School 

November   

Monday 2nd Curriculum Day Student Free Day 

Tuesday 3rd Melbourne Cup – Public Holiday School Closed 

Wednesday 4th Bush Day Grade 2  
Extended Day   8:30am - 6:30pm 

Monday 9th – Tuesday 10th Grade 3 Camp - TBA 

Monday 16th –  Friday 20th Swimming Grades 3 & 4 

December   

Monday 7th –  Friday 11th Swimming Grades 1 & 2 

Friday 11th Luna Park Grade 6 

Monday 14th – Thursday 17th Swimming  Prep 

Wednesday 16th Graduation Ceremony Grade 6  

Friday 18th Last Day of Term 4 1:30pm Dismissal 

 
 



 

Dear School Community,  

Our students have had a busy fortnight demonstrating care, participating in special events and having 
reason to celebrate.  
 
Comings and Goings 
This week I sent out letters of offer to all those families who have submitted enrolment forms for their 
children to start school in Prep next year. As the coming weeks progress, we will commence planning 
for the 2027 school year.  
For those families who currently have children in Grade Prep to Five, if you should decide to move your 
child to another school next year, we would appreciate you advising us in writing as soon as you can. 
This information will assist us with planning for 2027.  
 
Students Act  
Recently we have seen students across our school stepping up to show they care:  

• Last term we saw Scout from Grade Five step up and initiate a ‘Winter Coat Drive’. In doing so, 
she managed to collect 50 coats generously donated by members of our school community. 
Scout and her family recently delivered this collection to “Off Your Back” a charitable 
organisation who support those in need. I wish to thank and congratulate Scout on her actions, 
as well as everyone who supported by donating.  

• We recently had our office foyer filled with amazing art works created by students entering the 
Wild at Art competition. Their creations highlighted the conservation of our native flora and 
fauna. You can see samples of their amazing work following in this newsletter.  Congratulations 
to all the students who submitted an entry and thank you to Ms Strajt for providing this 
opportunity.  

 
Student Celebrations 
Last Friday morning the whole school came together for a morning of fun filled activity with thanks to 
KABOOM Sports. The students were in mixed aged groups and led by Grade Six Leaders as they moved 
between numerous fun and engaging activities. Thank you to Mr Harvey for organising this entertaining 
event for our students.  
While this week started with our Grade Prep students celebrating their 100 Days of Prep, we ended the 
week with our Grade Six students also celebrating their 100 Days. Given this cohort were in lock down 
and not able to celebrate when they were in Prep, they took the opportunity to celebrate as Grade Six 
students.  
Thank you to their respective teachers for arranging the celebrations and to the families who showed 
their support.  
 
Voluntary Contribution Payments 
I wish to remind everyone that your Voluntary Contributions can now be paid using COMPASS, Direct 
Deposit or directly at the office.  
These payments help our school cover the costs of providing all the materials and resources your 
children need to engage in their learning. Whether it be pencils, glue, workbooks, paints, sporting 
equipment, laptops, musical instruments, counters or books to read, payment of the Essential Learning 
Items helps us replenish these items as required for your children.  
Other payments listed assist us in areas such as employing Sue our School Nurse and Tony our Grounds 
Keeper.  



Then there are also the tax-deductible donations families can make to our Building Fund and Library 
Fund, which help us in replenishing reading sets and stocking the library shelves, while also working 
towards upgrades such as new carpets in classrooms.  
Please see our Website (HERE), Compass emails or Newsfeed for more information, or go direct to 
COMPASS to make payments.    
 
Please take a moment to read a message from our School Council President, which follows in this 
Newsletter. 
 
Kind regards,  
Mark Colagrande 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 

Scout  

on your successful 

Winter Coat Drive. 

100 Days 

of Prep 

Congratulations 

to all our  

Prep students 

https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2026_parent_payment_policy.pdf


 
 
 

We Are Learners / We Are Respectful / We Are Safe / We Care 
 

 

CWPS GOOD CITIZENS 

 

These students are acknowledged and thanked by their House Captains for being Good Citizens by 
exhibiting positive behaviours which reflect our School Values. 

 31st  July 7th August 

Green House Lana 1S Jesse  PD 

Red House Felix 4F Sebastian 2S 

Blue House Goldie 4A Zayn 5T 

Gold House Marcus 6O Flori PL 

Grade Student Value Student Value Presented by 
00D Henry We Care Mae We Are Respectful 

 
Ms. Zschunke 

00L Flori We Care Billy We Are Respectful 
 

Ms. Lebon/ 
Mr. Robinson 

1C Dom 
Riley J. 

We Are Respectful 
We Are Respectful  

Ayla We Care Ms. Corn 

1S   Arthur We Are Learners Ms. Saville/Ms. Sztrajt 
2S Sebastian B. We Are Learners Maria T. We Care  Ms. Spiteri/  

 Ms. Amerena 
 Mr. Lawler 

2P Dion We Are Learners   Ms. Preston 

3M Una We Care Ned L. We Are Respectful Ms. McKenzie/  
Ms. Franco 

3P Sonny F. 
Noah 

We Are Learners 
We Are Learners 

Arabella 
Fletcher 

We Are Learners 
We Are Respectful 

Mr. Peric 

4A Mei We Care Max We Are Learners Mr. Aitken 
4F Kaylin We Are Respectful Samiha We Are Learners Ms. Fonte De Vos 
5E Scout M. We Are Respectful Aurora J. We Are Learners 

 
Ms. Esposito 

5T Grace W. 
Huh O. 

We Care 
We Are Learners 

  Mr. Torpey 

6O Sacha O. 
Anna P. 

Angus H. 

We Are Safe 
We Are Learners 

We Are Respectful 

Josie R. 
Abi. B-G. 

We Are Learners 
We Care 

Mr Oberbichler 
Student Choice 

6R Romarios 
George 
Lyla B. 

We Are Respectful 
We Are Respectful 
We Are Respectful 

   Ms. Rigby 

P.E. Maeve C-P. We Care Samuel F. We Are Learners  Mr. Harvey 
V. Arts 
/Italian 

Angus G. 
2P 

We Are Learners Olivia N. We Are Learners 
 

 Ms. DiVincenzo/ 
 Ms. Peterson 

P. Arts Billy D PL We Care Isaac A. We Are Respectful Ms. Sommer 
STEM Riley J. 1C 

Fergus 1C 
We Are Respectful 
We Are Respectful 

Ottavia 
 

We Are Respectful Mr. Robinson 



  

Message from Zoe McQuillan, School Council President 

Our School Council has had a busy and positive start to the year. This year’s Council is made up 

predominantly of new parent volunteers, bringing fresh perspectives, new ideas, and a renewed sense of 

passion for the future of our school. Their energy is already shaping the way we’re approaching our 

priorities and community engagement. We have clear Areas of Focus, with activities already underway 

across each of them (see over page).  

We also want to sincerely thank our outgoing Council members for the fantastic job they’ve done over the 

past few years. Their commitment and steady contribution have kept our events, finances and grounds in 

great condition and we are deeply grateful for everything they’ve done for CWPS. 

We need your help to save our community events 

As we’ve stepped into this year, one message has become clear: our school community events are at risk of 

disappearing. This is due to the lack of a School Community Group. Thank you to those who have stepped 

up to run individual events — your efforts have kept these moments alive in 2026. But without more hands 

and hearts involved, we risk losing some of the very things that make CWPS vibrant, connected, and proud. 

Without a community group, we are sadly unable to hold a school fete this year — a major promotional 

event for enrolments, a beloved tradition, and one of the few opportunities where our whole community 

comes together simply to have fun. Events like the Shore Reserve Showdown, School Disco, Moonlight 

Cinema, and our Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls are also at risk. These aren’t just events — they’re the 

moments our children remember, the moments that build belonging, and the moments that show who we 

are as a school. 

Our previous School Community Group has created incredible resources to make stepping into the group 

easier, including blueprints for all regular calendar events. School Council is always here to support and 

guide the community group — what we need now is a core team to help plan, coordinate, and act as the 

representative to Council. If these events matter to you and your children and you want to help preserve 

them, then please reach out to me or any Council member to find out more. 

Keeping CWPS Healthy: Your Contributions Matter 

Across the school, fee contributions are down across all funds, and this has real impacts on what we can 

provide for our children. We know families are navigating busy lives and challenging financial times. 

Contributions do not need to be 100% — giving a little to each fund, or giving meaningfully to one, helps us 

keep the school running at the standard our children deserve. Every bit genuinely helps. 

Each contribution directly supports your child’s experience at CWPS:  

• Essential Items fund the learning and teaching supplies that enrich your child’s classroom 

experience every day.  

• Library Fund keeps our literacy collection strong, engaging, and up to date, helping children discover 

a love of reading and self-learning.  

• Buildings Fund allows us to maintain and improve our grounds, especially those non-risk items the 

department does not fund.  

• Sports Fund (our smallest request) helps us maintain safe, quality sports equipment.  

• Nurse Fund supports our much-loved school nurse — shout out to Sue — whose care, comfort, and 

presence are a unique and cherished part of CWPS life (just ask your child!). 

 



Show Your CWPS Spirit — Volunteer When You Can 

CWPS is a special place, and it becomes even more special when our community is active, connected, and 

proud. Thank you to every family who contributes time, energy, ideas, or funds. Your involvement 

strengthens our school and helps us create an environment where every child thrives.  

If your financial situation means that you cannot pay the funds in full, and you are concerned about the 

time commitment of joining a formal committee or group, then volunteering your time at school events 

and activities is one of the most powerful ways to show your support. Every little bit helps. Volunteering 

your times demonstrates to our children the importance of giving back, and it nurtures connection across 

the school community and beyond. We have upcoming opportunities including the beloved Shore Reserve 

Showdown, working bees and the unique Australian tradition: the democracy sausage! Please lend a hand 

wherever and whenever you can: we would love to see you!  

We’re proud of the direction CWPS is heading, and grateful to be building it’s future together. 

If you have any ideas, suggestions or feedback for School Council, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

me.  

Zoe McQuillan 
Ph 0433 784 142 

Email: zoshbosh@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The partnership between your Coburg West PS and Talking The Talk (TTT) aims to achieve a 

best practice, whole school approach to sexuality, consent and respectful relationships 

education for children. To prepare for sessions starting in Week 3, please visit the parent 

platform to see more information. 

• Access the Talking The Talk Virtual Classroom parent platform: 

o Our School’s Initial sign-up 

link: https://www.talkingthetalksexed.com.au/offers/qqK8LCq7?coupon_code=C

WPSPAR160 

o Subsequent Logins: https://www.talkingthetalksexed.com.au/login 

• Free resource link(s): 

o Download your free Parent Conversations Guide Ebook from the parent platform 

(link above) and then listen to Vanessa explain it to you on her Healthy Sexuality 

Conversations Podcast: https://www.talkingthetalksexed.com.au/blog/talking-

the-talk-healthy-conversations-episode-1 

Dan has posted a detailed Parent guide to the program on Compass - please read this 

thoroughly to make sure you are aware of content covered in these age appropriate sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.talkingthetalksexed.com.au%2Foffers%2FqqK8LCq7%3Fcoupon_code%3DCWPSPAR160&data=05%7C02%7CSonia.Conte%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd98a3a4b4b4f4fcfb7be08dee1796005%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639196108569191278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6wKbbmnrE%2FnI%2B%2BcsdougaCvNABDXepWnzarL5K74xvI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.talkingthetalksexed.com.au%2Foffers%2FqqK8LCq7%3Fcoupon_code%3DCWPSPAR160&data=05%7C02%7CSonia.Conte%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd98a3a4b4b4f4fcfb7be08dee1796005%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639196108569191278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6wKbbmnrE%2FnI%2B%2BcsdougaCvNABDXepWnzarL5K74xvI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.talkingthetalksexed.com.au%2Flogin&data=05%7C02%7CSonia.Conte%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd98a3a4b4b4f4fcfb7be08dee1796005%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639196108569227976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oiDjjPA8IjmyOaO%2BZr9IsYHiMalurl0SrhFD9f0MHMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.talkingthetalksexed.com.au%2Fblog%2Ftalking-the-talk-healthy-conversations-episode-1&data=05%7C02%7CSonia.Conte%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd98a3a4b4b4f4fcfb7be08dee1796005%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639196108569249784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B%2F6VR3%2BjOgG3o8Wbsca59Aud4xCLNG7BN6F49S6BvqY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.talkingthetalksexed.com.au%2Fblog%2Ftalking-the-talk-healthy-conversations-episode-1&data=05%7C02%7CSonia.Conte%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd98a3a4b4b4f4fcfb7be08dee1796005%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639196108569249784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B%2F6VR3%2BjOgG3o8Wbsca59Aud4xCLNG7BN6F49S6BvqY%3D&reserved=0


 

 



  



 

 



 

Numeracy Update. 

This Education Report focuses on the school’s approach to improving student results in 

Numeracy. We are clearly doing a fantastic job in our Early Years grades as this year’s 

NAPLAN Grade 3 shows that 88% of our kids are Strong or Exceeding in their Numeracy 

proficiency – well above schools in our Network 70% and most importantly 6% above 

similar schools (with a comparable demographic) 

 

 

 

We are particularly proud of the fact that the Mean Scaled score has risen over the past two 

years encompassing the period when we changed to the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 which meant 

that a lot of content needed to be taught in different age groups. Impressively, there are no 

students in the “Needs Additional Support” category this year. Parents and carers may have 

noticed on student reports only one grade is given for all areas of Mathematics where 

previously we assessed achievement against Number and Algebra, Statistics and Probability 

and Measurement and Geometry. 

 



When we look at the trend in our Grade 5 results, we can see that the same level of 88% 

of students in Strong or Achieving proficiency has been maintained as well as a very 

impressive trend of Mean scaled scores improving each year from 2024. This reaffirms our 

belief that we are working with the right balance of knowledge retrieval and practical 

application to maintain high standards so that students are improving at their own level. 

 

 

Whilst we recognise that the school’s NAPLAN results are excellent, they are not the be all and 

end of maths improvement measures and we have developed very useful learning sequences 

for every concept taught in maths. Fiona Currie and her Mathematics Curriculum committee 

have worked incredibly hard to create what we call “I-Can” statements which break the learning 

sequence down into child friendly language that students can use when setting individual goals 

in maths and see where their learning fits into a continuum. In other words, they are not all 

expected to complete Grade 1 Maths targets in Grade 1 but they are challenged at their point of 

need. All assessment tasks are in the process of being updated to match the new Vic Curric 2.0 

and if anything, we are finding more and more of our students are exceeding expected levels of 

attainment. Staff are planning three and sometimes four levels to differentiate the learning and 

challenge their learners. 

 

Fair isn’t everybody getting the same thing. 



Fair is everybody getting what they need to be successful. 

 

We have been trialling an online assessment platform called the Digital Assessment Library to 

provide instantly accurate information to teachers as to which specific areas students have 

mastered, and which need further work. This informs their planning to make sure that set tasks 

are individualised and challenging. 

 

We have always looked for ways to extend and support our learners at Coburg West. The 

Grade 4 Maths extension group meet every Wednesday for challenging tasks with Fiona Currie 

and the CLIP (Challenge Learning in Projects) is led by Corey Robinson to extend students’ 

thinking. This term the Grade 5 and 6 CLIP students are linking physical measurement to 

coding and robotics to ensure that application of mathematics concepts is both hands on and 

engaging. 

 

Our LNEIP (Literacy and Numeracy Early Intervention Program) will focus on students in 

Grades 1, 2 and 3 for Semester 2, 2026 to make sure that students who aren’t demonstrating 

expected levels of growth are given small group intervention to target the retention and recall of 

maths concepts. Fiona has five groups twice a week working on Individual needs to catch up 

with their peers as they refresh their knowledge of vocabulary, improve conceptual knowledge 

and practise repetitive retrieval to bridge the gap. 

 

To fully extend and engage our learners we provide opportunities to join competitions like the 

Maths Talent Quest and Coding challenges. We aim to embed the Victorian Lesson Plans – 

gleaning off the best bits to suit our learners. Staff are using retrieval resources to support the 

knowledge and memory and retention and recall of students. Teachers always explore problem 

solving application tasks within the teaching of each concept. We’re so lucky to have someone 

with Fiona Currie’s level of expertise, mentoring and coaching teachers to always make maths 

lessons engaging. 

 

Thanks for your continued support in this essential part of student learning. There are heaps of 

links to maths resources t help your child with Maths at home on our website here: 
https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/page/186/Maths-Home-Learning The impact of practising core 

number skills particularly in the yearly years cannot be underestimated. 

 

Dan Copping 
Assistant Principal 

 

 

https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/page/186/Maths-Home-Learning


 

 

Prep Runner Ups:  

 

Prep Winner:  

 
 



Year ½ Runner Up:  

 

Year 1 / 2 Winner: 

 
 

 

 



Year 3 / 4 Runner Up:  

 
Year 3 / 4 Winner:  

 
 



Year 5 / 6 Runner Ups:  

 
Year 5 / 6 Winner:  

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 


