
 

 

Dear School Community, 
 
I would like to begin by thanking Ms Rigby for all her work in organising and leading our whole 
school National Day to Say NO to Bullying! It was a wonderful opportunity for the whole school 
to come together and work toward building resilience and respect in all our students. It was 
also wonderful to have the support of so many parents at our assembly celebration at the end 
of the day.  

 
What we do ask, is that all parents remember the importance of demonstrating these same 
values at all times to your children. With current events not only across the world but also 
within our own community, it is most important that all members of our community are mindful 
in demonstrating to all children how to respect one another at all times. Whether it be in the 
car, the way we talk about school staff or the way we interact with other adults, please 
remember that the children are observing and learning from your behaviours and actions. 
 
School Council Elections 
Thank you to the 105 families who returned their ballot papers for our 2019 School Council 
Elections. While we did not have all 355 ballot papers returned, we are grateful to those who 
did take the time to make their contribution. I also wish to thank all 7 candidates who ran for 
the four parent vacancies.  

 
Congratulations to Ian Drew, Sandy Vouch and Elliot Scott for being re-elected and to Helen 
Myroforidis-Papadopoulos as a newly elected member. Also to Dan Copping (re-elected) and 
Trist Jones who is the newly elected DET member. 
 
Parent Information Evenings 
I wish to commend all staff for their time and dedication in preparing and delivering such 
informative Parent Information sessions. These sessions were very well attended and we 
received such positive feedback from parents who were delighted to have the opportunity to 
hear about how their children learn and explore their classrooms.  
 

DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS 
Friday 5th April End of Term 1 2:30pm Dismissal 

Tuesday 23rd April Start of Term 2 9am Start 

 Friday 28th June End of Term 2 2:30pm Dismissal 

Monday 15th July Start of Term 3 9am Start 

Thursday 8th August Curriculum Day Student Free Day 

Friday 20th September End of Term 3 2:30pm Dismissal 

Monday 7th October Start of Term 4 9am Start 

Friday 20th December End of Term 4  
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We must also thank Ms Amerena for the Home Reading Parent Sessions she delivered for 
many parents across both morning and evening sessions. Parents were engaged and 
appreciated the insight into how best they can support their child’s reading development from 
home. 
 
Once again, a very big thank you to you all, for your continued support and involvement in 
your childs learning. 
 
Staff Professional Learning 
While we have an amazing staff here at CWPS, we are fortunate that they are open to ongoing 
learning and development. In recent weeks, all our staff have been involved in a whole school 
Curriculum Day where they continued their work in developing our whole school reading 
program and student agency in learning, along with training in Epilepsy.  

 
Our 4 Team Leaders, Ms Amerena, Mr Copping and I, have all begun training in the 
Professional Learning Communities model which will be implemented across all teaching 
teams. We also have all teachers utilising their Professional Practice Days and the upcoming 
Planning Weeks to ensure quality teaching programs are being delivered to all students. It has 
been wonderful to be part of all this learning with the staff as it builds collective efficacy and 
ultimately benefits the learning of all students.    
 
Staffing Updates 
I wish to inform the community that Ms Helen Bender has announced her upcoming retirement. 
Unfortunately, Helen has been on extended sick leave and will continue with her leave through 
to her retirement in early May. I am sure you will all join me in thanking her for her contributions 
to our school over the years and wish her well in her retirement.  

 
Furthermore, it is with regret that I must also inform you that Mr Kelso has tendered his 
resignation from his teaching duties at CWPS. Sadly, he has been unwell this term, resulting 
in him giving much thought to the difficult decision he has made. I am sure you will join me in 
respecting him for placing his students’ well-being ahead of his own, a very hard thing to do 
for anyone. We thank him for his time with us, we wish him well and trust he will return to 
teaching as soon as possible. In the interim, we have been able to engage a replacement 
teacher through to the end of this term, while we make more permanent arrangements. Once 
again, we appreciate the support and understanding of our community as we aim to do the 
best we can to provide stability for the students concerned. 
 
As we draw closer to the end of our first term, I wish you all a pleasant fortnight ahead. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mark Colagrande - Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESPECT HONESTY ENDEAVOUR FRIENDLINESS RESPONSIBILITY 

CO OPERATION 

Name Grade Value Awarded by 
Niko 1/2B Endeavour Miss Blackman 

Rosie F 1/2B Endeavour Miss Blackman 

Zach C 1/2B Endeavour Miss Blackman 

Katie T 1/2D Endeavour Mr Peric 

Matilda S 1/2D Endeavour Mr Peric 

Alex A 1/2D Endeavour Mr Peric 

Billy S 1/2E endeavour Mrs Esposito 

Angela F 1/2E Endeavour Mrs Esposito 

Brandon G 1/2E Endeavour Mrs Esposito 

Christian L 1/2M friendliness Miss Mardesic 

Chloe H 1/2M Friendliness Miss Maresic 

Arzaan K 1/2M Endeavour Miss Mardesic 

Yasir 1/2P Endeavour Miss Preston/Mrs Pavich 

Lucy 1/2P Endeavour Miss Preston/Mrs Pavich 

Marianne 1/2P Endeavour Miss Preston/Mrs Pavich 

Eve 1/2T Endeavour Ms Trevaskis 

Maisie 1/2T Responsibility Ms Trevaskis 

Alara & Peter 1/2T Responsibility Ms Trevaskis 

Mabel 1/2Z Endeavour Ms Zampatti 

Stefan A 1/2Z Endeavour Ms Zampatti 

Alvie 1/2Z Endeavour Ms Zampatti 

Lilah K 3/4C Friendliness Ms Currie/Mrs Spiteri 

Billie S 3/4C Friendliness Ms Currie/H.McKenzie 

Belinda H 3/4C Friendliness Ms Currie/H.McKenzie 

Sarah B 3/4F Friendliness Ms Franco 

Olivia V 3/4F Friendliness Ms Franco 

Kristian S 3/4M Friendliness P. Amerena/H. McKenzie 

Bella S 3/4M Friendliness P.Amerena/H.McKenzie 

Vasili A 3/4M Friendliness P.Amerena/H.McKenzie 

Giulia A 3/4R Friendliness Ms Roberts 

Astrid B 3/4R Respect Ms Roberts 

Josh M 3/4R Friendliness Ms Roberts 

Nicholas C 3/4Y Endeavour Miss Youla 

Willa C 3/4Y Friendliness/Support Miss Youla 

Olivia A 5/6A Co operation Mr Rye 

Sunday R 5/6A Co operation Mr Rye 

William S 5/6B Endeavour Ms. Blatti 

Madison B 5/6B friendliness Ms. Blatti 

April R 5/6G Co operation Ms Green 

Harrison W 5/6G Co operation Ms Green 

Ayda O 5/6G Co operation Ms Green 

Seamus H 5/6N Co operation Ms Green 

Peggy Mc 5/6N Co operation Ms Green 

Neko S 5/6M Endeavour Ms Meagher 

Joshua D 5/6M Endeavour Ms Meagher 

Emma B 5/6M Co operation Ms Meagher 

Nathan M 5/6R Co operation Ms Rigby 

Adele T 5/6R Excellent-support Ms Rigby 

Luca C 5/6R Kindness & Co operation Ms Rigby 



LEARNING SPECIALIST –SCIENCE 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I would like to introduce myself as the newly appointed Science Learning Specialist at Coburg West Primary 
School. I have worked at Coburg West PS for many years, in various areas of the school and in numerous 
roles. I have had experience in designing and implementing science topics into our everyday learning for 
the last 15 years. In 2018 I was invited to judge entries for the Science Talent Search of Victoria competition, 
collaborating with science teachers from across Victoria. I have also been involved with Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Professionals in Schools – CSIRO Education and 
Outreach partnership program since 2007. 
 

This year I share two roles: teaching Years 5/6B for four days a week and as a Science Learning Specialist 
one day per week.  In this new role, my aim is to implement a science program that engages our students 
in scientific thinking and working in ways that build their capacity to critically and creatively reason. I 
believe that science education shouldn’t be prescriptive – it is about creating the ‘spark of excitement’ that 
stems from discovering. I have been working with teachers in all year levels to assist them in planning and 
designing relevant real life open-ended tasks – as young minds need to understand the world around them 
and make rational decisions on important issues. In today’s world, students will become more effective 
citizens by being able to locate, analyse and critique information to form their own opinions. 
 
At Coburg West PS, science will be integrated in every day learning. It will not be taken as a stand-alone 
subject, therefore will become part of the weekly program. Students will be involved in collaborative 
research and investigations, making hypotheses and forming conclusions based on their findings. Students 
are naturally curious and love investigating. Our term planners focus on capturing the students’ 
imagination by offering them flexibility in letting them explore ideas through investigation. Research shows 
that ‘doing’ leads to understanding and excitement. This is evident in ‘The Science by Doing’ program – a 
cooperative venture between the Australian Academy of Science, the CSIRO, the Commonwealth and other 
education authorities. 
 

My role as a Science Learning Specialist will include: planning units of work with each team, demonstrating 
lessons, mentoring, coaching teachers in improving their skills, knowledge and effectiveness of their 
teaching in the area of science. This year, I hope to organise events such as a Science - Space evening for 
families to attend during National Science Week in August. I am also encouraging units to create a ‘Science 
Learning Wall’ to show case our work. In the next few weeks I will be working with teachers in the design 
and implementation of scientific concepts, research projects and experiments they can enter into this 
year’s annual Science Talent Search of Victoria competition.  
 

For the very first time, Coburg West Primary School is exploring the opportunity of conducting a Science 
Technology Engineering Arts & Mathematics (STEAM) Frontiers & Applications Tour in 2020 for our Year 6 
students only. This tour will be held in Orlando, Florida, USA. This experience is offered and organised by 
Immersive Education, as an optional excursion to immerse students in the field of STEAM. On this tour 
students are given the opportunity to attend the Kennedy Space Centre as well as other educational tours. 
Of course, this overseas excursion can only go ahead if we have enough interest. 
 

I am excited to see the enthusiasm the students already show with our new delivery of the content we are 
teaching.  I hope to explore and implement many new initiatives which will encourage our students to think 
broadly and deeply, using skills, behaviours and dispositions such as reason, logic, resourcefulness, 
imagination and innovation in all learning areas at school and in their lives beyond school. 
 

Kind regards, 
Agatha Blatti 
Grade 5/6 teacher - Science Learning Specialist 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

Music Program 
 

 

The CWPS music program is in a position to offer scholarships to students to try out 

recorder, flute, clarinet and cello.  

 

This will include 8x30 minute lessons in a group for term 2.  

 

If students wish to continue after these lessons, they may do so at their own cost in a 

group or individually.  

 

Flutes, clarinet (1 available at present),and cellos can be hired through the school. 

 

Suggested age for flute is grade 3 upwards, Recorder and cello from grade 1 

upwards.  

 

Please fill out the application form and drop to the office or email Marianne on 

violinmaz@gmail.com or 0417 550 924 for any questions.  

 

Applications close for all instrumental scholarships Wednesday 3rd April. 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
  
Student Name_________________________________________ 
  
Year____________________________________________________ 
  
Parent name___________________________________________ 
  
Parent contact details_________________________________ 
  
Instrument_____________________________________________ 
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CWSP COMMUNITY 

Coburg West School Community is having a hot cross bun drive! For every 

pack sold we raise $2 for the school. 

On offer are: traditional, apple and cinnamon, choc chip, mocha and fruitless 

…. 

An order form has been sent out, but if you missed it please collet one from 

the office….. 

Final date for orders and payment to the office is Friday 29th March. 

Delicious fresh hot cross buns will be delivered to children’s classrooms on 

Wednesday April 3rd. The more we buy (for friends and family) the more 

money we can make for the school. 

Don’t forget to tick the option on the form to provide a reusable bag for your 

buns to be packed into for delivery. 

Thanks, 

CWSC 
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