DATE

ACTIVITY

DETAILS

Tuesday 8 December
Tuesday 15th December
Tuesday 15th December
Wednesday 16th December
Wednesday 16th December
Thursday 17th December
Thursday 17th December
Friday 18th December
Thursday 28th January 2021

Year 7 Transition
2021 Prep Meet the Teacher
Grade 3/4 Picnic
Year 6 Graduation
Student reports to go home
Meet the Teacher
END OF TERM 4
CURRICULUM DAY
Start of Term 1 2021

Government Secondary Schools
2021 Prep students

th

Virtual Graduation
Current Students
Dismissal at 3:30pm
PUPIL FREE
Students from Grades 1 to 6
return from 9am

Dear School Community,
With only two weeks of the 2020 school year remaining, end of year processes and
preparations for 2021, are well underway. Grade allocations are being finalised, student
reports are being printed, transitions undertaken and graduation rehearsals are in full swing.
As always at this time of year, we have our grade 6 students and some staff members leaving
us but this year we also have quite a few families leaving our community. We wish them all the
very best for the future and thank them all for their contributions to our school community.
RETURN TO 3:30 DISMISSALS
As of Monday 7th December, we will be returning to a 3:30pm dismissal time for all students
in grades Prep to 6.
The teachers will escort their grades to the same areas at dismissal time for parent pickups:
•
•
•

Grades Prep to 2 from the basketball courts
Grades 3/4 from the western end of the courtyard
Grade 5/6 from the eastern end of courtyard

Gates will not be unlocked until after 3:20pm and I kindly urge all parents/carers to consider
our Child Safe requirements and refrain from entering school grounds prior to 3:25pm. Prior
to this time, we still have students moving between learning spaces and using the toilets, so in
the best interests of everyone’s safety we cannot have community members on school
grounds.
Furthermore:
•

any person on school grounds for more than 15 minutes MUST sign in at the front
office, so as to enable contact tracing if it should be required

•

all adults onsite must carry a mask, which must be worn if they are not able to socially
distance themselves from others

NB: Morning drop offs will remain as per the current arrangements.
2021 NEWS
In recent days, I received exciting news that a Minor Capital Works Grant application I
submitted earlier this year, has been approved. This grant will fund the upgrade of our learning
spaces in the grade 1/2 area. This building project will be undertaken next year and will be
managed by the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA). I will keep you all informed of the
progress as we move forward.
We have also received an allocation of funding to facilitate the Tutor Program in 2021. This will
enable us to provide support and extension for many students across our school, throughout
the year. The data our teachers gather through their ongoing assessments, will drive this
program by identifying the areas of need and the students involved. More information will be
shared in the new year.
CYBERSAFETY
As we move into the holiday period, I wish to remind all families to continue monitoring your
child’s use of technology. Not only is it important to limit their screen time, ensuring a balance
between that and physical activity, but to also monitor what they are doing while on screen.
We do from time to time, have issues with inappropriate use and problems arising from
interactions between students on social media. I suggest you check your internet settings to
restrict what children may be exposed to while searching the internet. Also continue to have
open discussions with your children about social media (especially given most apps have a
minimum age of 13), the risks involved and what they should do if they do feel uncomfortable
in any situation. It is important that there is consistency between home and school with the
safety messages and what is considered appropriate use of such technologies.
BIKE SHED
I must say it is such a relief that we are soon to begin installation of a second bike shed. It
seems that the number of bikes and scooters we are trying to fit into the current shed, is
increasing daily. In fact, just this week, some bikes had to be stored behind the canteen, as we
just could not fit them all into the bike shed. Once again, I thank the Community Group for
supporting this with the fund raising they did manage to achieve this year.
I still urge all families to ensure that if their child is riding or scooting to school, that they wear
a well fitted helmet and are road safe.
While at times throughout 2020, we have wished this year away, it is hard to believe that we
only have two weeks of school left. We are fortunate that we have a very supportive school
community and we have reached this point together. I trust that you will all join in celebrating
the successful end of what has definitely been an amazingly complicated school year.
Kind regards,
Mark Colagrande
Principal

Science Talent Search 2020
Congratulations to Owen 5/6T and Aksyaj 5/6B for taking part in this year’s
Science Talent Search competition.
Both students presented an informative poster based on this year’s theme: The
Deep Blue Ocean.
Owen and Aksyaj researched an ocean topic,
created a poster showing their findings and
submitted a video recording of their work.
Well done to both boys on being awarded
certificates for their outstanding work.
Ms A. Blatti
Learning Specialist (Science)

Owen’s research poster above

Aksyai’s research poster above

SPECIAL AWARD PRESENTED TO A CWPS PARENT
Congratulations to Matthew Hill, father of Rachel and Jacob, who this week received
an Order of Australia award at Parliament House. Associate Professor Hill, otherwise
known as Daddy, taught a lesson on the science of fire to grade 3/4R in term one. Here
is what the parliament said.
The Governor of Victoria, Ms Linda Dessau AC, welcomed many more Victorians to
Government House this week, as the program of COVID-safe investiture ceremonies
for the Order of Australia continued.
One Victorian being invested this week is Associate Professor Matthew Hill, who
received a Public Service Medal for outstanding public service to materials
development for industry, and the Australian Defence Force. Associate Professor Hill
is an internationally recognised expert in the design, synthesis and characterisation of
nanomaterials. His service to the scientific community, both nationally and
internationally, and to the improvement of Australian’s Defence capability, is
recognised with this award.

Associate Professor Matthew Hill was awarded a Public Service Medal.

Catherine, Matthew, Rachel and Jacob Hill at Parliament House

With the Victorian Governor, Linda Dessau AC

