DATE

ACTIVITY

DETAILS

Fri day 18 th September
Monday 5 th October
Monday 2 nd November
T uesday 3 rd November
Fri day 18 th December
T hursday 28 January 2021

E ND OF TERM 3
ST ART OF TERM 4
Curriculum Day – Report Writing
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
E ND OF TERM 4
ST ART OF TERM 1

Di smissal at 2:30pm
Al l grades start 9am
Pupil Free Day
School Closed
Di smissal at 1:30pm
T BA

Dear School Community,
Welcome to Term 3 and another round of Remote and Flexible Learning. I must begin by thanking all
those families that completed the survey on Remote and Flexible Learning. We had over 190
responses, which combined with the responses from our staff survey, enabled us to identify the
common themes. From this, as a staff, we were able to review and modify our Remote and Flexible
Learning program. With everyone’s wellbeing in mind, we trust that the modifications made will make
this round an even better experience for all: students, staff and parents.
I wish to remind you all that with our daily (except Wednesday) WebEx sessions, you should ensure
that your child is set up in a quiet space where they are able to interact with their teacher and
classmates as required. While parents can assist them in setting up or logging in, for the benefit and
privacy of all involved, it must only be the student on camera, not yourself or other siblings.
A reminder also, that if you are unable to work from home and/or provide support for your child
during Remote and Flexible Learning, please email or phone the office to enquire about the possibility
of registering your child for onsite supervision.
Respecting our Neighbours
Considering the current restrictions in place across Melbourne, I urge everyone to be mindful and
respectful of the rules in place. We must limit our need to leave our homes and follow the appropriate
health guidelines when we do. It has been reported to me by a member of our local neighbourhood,
that through the day there are many of our students moving about the streets in large groups and
being quite loud. Given we have community members who are shift workers, many of which as
essential services or medical care providers, I ask that we remind our children of the need to be
respectful and show consideration in these difficult times.
Enrolments For 2021 Are Open
We have reached that time of year where we commence planning for the 2021 school year. While we
are in a unique situation globally, we still need to proceed with processes as best we can. While we
are unable to facilitate enrolment tours, we are taking enrolments.
If you have a child ready to start school in 2021, please ensure you submit your enrolment form as
soon as possible. Likewise, if you know of a family or friend living within our school zone and ready to

enrol their child, please advise them to do so as soon as possible. You can phone the school office or
visit our website HERE, to check our school zone and download an enrolment form.
Staffing Update
Please join me in welcoming Ms Menikou who has this term joined our school to deliver the Greek
Language Program. Ms Menikou has joined our staff in a very strange time, when the classrooms are
empty and we are teaching remotely. Fortunately, she was able to spend time last week planning with
our staff, easily adopting our Remote and Flexible Learning model and the various platforms to deliver
the Greek Language program to students.
Unfortunately, Ms Meagher is unwell and unable to resume teaching duties this term. As such, we
welcome Ms Fonte De Voss as she takes on the teaching for 5/6M students. She was with us for much
of last term, assisting with onsite supervision, replacing Mrs Saville and then Ms Meagher. While we
welcome Ms Fonte de Voss, we also wish Ms Meagher well.
We also need to congratulate Ms Alderuccio on her pregnancy. We wish her and her family all the very
best, especially given she is expecting twins.
Playground Works
Through the holidays, the school grounds were undergoing some changes. There have been some
additional garden bed edges and a special platform added to our courtyard, along wit h a new
playground installed. The old play equipment has been carefully numbered and dismantled, as it will
be shipped to a developing country and rebuilt in a school by Rotary. The newly installed play
equipment has been designed to be inclusive and provide much enjoyment for our Prep to 2 students.
I trust that you will all keep safe and well, despite what the next fortnight brings.
Kind regards,
Mark Colagrande - Principal

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
While our Physical Education learning environment is looking dramatically
different at Coburg West Primary School, the greatest lessons taught this year
will be that of resiliency, overcoming great challenges and making the best of
any situation. We couldn’t be prouder of how our students have adapted to
and positively embraced home learning again! Please keep encouraging your
children to engage in physical activity every day. Daily Physical activity helps
children feel happier and less worried. The role of physical activity on
children’s emotional and mental wellbeing has never been more necessary.
We have known for decades that physical activity can lift the blues and
improve our mood in other words make us happier and more resilient. Often
the hardest part is getting started. Once we get moving our mood can start
changing in as little as ten minutes.
Have a look at this week’s PE Choice Boards on Seesaw, Edmodo and Goggle
Classroom for some simple and quick energisers. Remember any Physical
activity is better than no physical activity!
For more ideas on engaging children in physical activity visit:
https://parentsvoice.org.au/our-work/physical-activity/
We look forward to being part of the journey.

Mrs. Osman

and

Mr. Harvey

