COBURG WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL

TERM 4
15th November 2019
29TH JANUARY 2019
23RD APRIL 2019
15TH JULY 2019
7TH OCTOBER 2019

TERM 1
TERM 2
TERM 3
TERM 4

5TH APRIL 2019
28TH JUNE 2019
20TH SEPTEMBER 2019
20TH DECEMBER 2019

DATE

ACTIVITY

DETAILS

Tuesday 10th December

Grade 6-Year 7 Orientation

TBA

th

Thursday 12 December

Grade 1/2s Picnic Day

Shore Reserve

Thursday 12th - Wednesday 18th December

3/4 Swimming

Tuesday 17th December

Last Day for pre ordered Uniform Delivery

th

Tuesday 17 December

Meet the Teacher

Wednesday 18th December

Grade 6 Graduation

th

Thursday 19 December

Cinema Day

Grade 3/4

th

Thursday 19 December

MSAC

Grade 5/6

Friday 20 December

END OF YEAR

Dismissal 1.30pm

th

2020 Preps from 12.00-12.45pm
Proposed classrooms

Dear School Community,
I am sure you can all appreciate it when I say there is a buzz of excitement across the school as we fast
approach the arrival of Mary Poppins. The children have been enjoying their dress rehearsals and their
anticipation to perform for their families has been building. I look forward to seeing many of you there
over the six nights to applaud your children’s efforts and hard work.
Annual Implementation Plan
In recent weeks, we have begun the process of evaluating our efforts in achieving the goals and targets
we set as part of our 2019 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP). As you will read further into this
newsletter, Mr Copping outlines our achievements. Further to this, we are now in the process of
reflecting on our progress in order to write the 2020 AIP. Once this has been finalised, it will be
endorsed by School Council, Regional Office and then published on the school’s website.
Premier’s Reading Challenge
Given I was unable to be at the assembly last Monday I personally would like to acknowledge and
congratulate all the children who successfully completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge. It is
wonderful to see the number of children completing the Challenge across our school is increasing each
year. I must say that it has also been pleasing to see our students’ passion for literature growing since
we introduced the classroom libraries.
Canteen Going Online
Please look out for updates regarding the online lunch ordering system soon to be launched by the
canteen. Known as the QKR App, parents and carers will be able to submit and pay for their child’s

lunch orders online. More information and instructions for the QKR App will be shared in the coming
week.
Staff Car Park
Once again, I wish to remind all parents that the Staff Car Parks are for school staff only. Parents should
not be entering these car parks to drop off students, park their cars or walk through.
Kind regards,
Mark Colagrande
Principal

__________________________________________________________________________________

2019 Annual Implementation Plan progress
Our School Improvement Team had a very productive day reviewing our 2019 Annual
Implementation Plan and setting targets for next year. It was very satisfying looking back on some
excellent achievements this year and I would like to share them with the community.
This year all staff have worked towards two main targets.
1) To achieve high learning growth for every student in Literacy and Numeracy
2) To build student voice and agency in learning
To achieve high learning growth for every student in Literacy and Numeracy
Commentary on progress:
The Semester 1, teacher judgments indicate that the students achieving above the expected level
in Number and Algebra was 29%. This demonstrates that we are confident of achieving our target
in Semester 2.
While the Reading and Viewing teacher judgments for Semester 1 indicates that students
achieving above the expected level was 36%, this demonstrates that we have met our target and
should exceed our target for Semester 2.
The Numeracy NAPLAN target was achieved, with 25% of students achieving high growth. It was
pleasing to note that 34% of students were in the top 2 bands and 64% in the middle 2 bands.
While NAPLAN Reading results show that students in Grade 5 did not reach our 30% relative
NAPLAN growth target, we were pleased to note that 49% scored in the top 2 bands and 51% in
the middle 2 bands. According to the 5-year trend, this year's results have demonstrated a
positive impact of the KIS at the whole school level. This year we have had 100% participation
rate with a large cohort of 73 students and it was pleasing that no students were in the bottom 2
bands.

The PLC (Professional Learning Communities) approach has increased teacher ability to analyse
data (PAT, PROBE, NAPLAN, Teacher Judgements, writing moderation, MOI & EOI) and act
upon it at a cohort level to target teaching at the point of need.
To build student voice and agency in learning
Commentary on Progress:
Teachers' understanding of Student Voice and Agency is developing. Staff are becoming more
open to receiving feedback from both students and their peers (PIVOT, Peer Observations and
Exit Polls).
The AToSS (Attitudes to School Survey) results indicate that 70% of students in grades 4 to 6
gave a positive response to questions relating to Stimulated Learning and 64% gave positive
responses to Student Voice and Agency. This element of Student Voice and Agency was also
positively reflected in the Parent Opinion Survey with 77% of responses being positive, with a
further 79% positive response rate relating to Stimulating Learning Environments.
PIVOT results indicated that questions relating to Student Voice and Agency were those with the
largest growth rate across grades 1 to 6, between March and October in 2019. The growth rate
of 0.19 is considered to be a positive result given the high starting point.
The School Staff Opinion Survey also demonstrated growth with 84% positive responses being
the highest across the six year trend.
We have already looked at our priorities for 2020 – and will continue to focus on high student
growth and build voice and agency as well as strengthening community partnerships to build on
the successes we have achieved. I feel very proud when I look back on the amazing work that
both teachers and students have achieved over the year.

Working together, to achieve our best. Shaping the future…
Dan Copping
Assistant Principal

RESPECT HONESTY ENDEAVOUR
FRIENDLINESS RESPONSIBILITY CO OPERATION
Name

Grade

Value

Awarded by

Stephanie
Nicola M
Katie T
Guy
Florence
Rachel H
Sabine
Juno
Marianne
Thomas
Alara
William W
Mila
Finn Mc
Amalia
Trey S
Jarvis S
Aymin D
Baden W
Jensen B
Ander U
Lily B
Yianni S
Anna K
Georgia T
Nina De
Christina R
Tyson W
Hamish M
Mia M
Peggy Mc
Tahlia N
Noredine
Aaron H

1/2B
1/2D
1/2D
1/2E
1/2M
1/2M
1/2M
1/2P
1/2P
1/2T
1/2T
1/2Z
1/2Z
3/4C
3/4C
3/4F
3/4K
3/4K
3/4M
3/4M
3/4R
5/6A
5/6A
5/6B
5/6B
5/6G
5/6G
5/6M
5/6N
5/6N
5/6N
5/6N
5/6R
5/6R

Friendliness
Friendliness
Friendliness
Friendliness
Endeavour
Endeavour
Endeavour
Endeavour
Friendliness
Co operation
Support
Friendliness
Friendliness
Co operation
Co operation
Endeavour
Friendliness
Endeavour
Respect/Friendliness
Friendliness/Respect
Endeavour
Support
Endeavour
Endeavour
Endeavour
Respect
Respect
Endeavour
Friendliness/Endeavour
Support/Friendship
Support/Friendship
Friendliness/Endeavour
Resilience
Resilience

Miss Blackman
Mr Peric
Mr Peric
Mrs Esposito
Ms Mardesic
Ms Mardesic
Ms Mardesic
Miss Preston/Mrs Pavich
Miss Preston/Mrs Pavich
Ms Trevaskis
Ms Trevaskis
Ms. Zampatti
Ms Zampatti
Ms Currie/Mrs Spiteri
Ms Currie/Mrs Spiteri
Miss Franco
Mrs Topouzakis/Ms Marino
Mrs Topouzakis/Ms Marino
Ms McKenzie/Ms Amerena
Ms McKenzie/Ms Amerena
Ms. Roberts
Mr Rye
Mr Rye
Ms Blatti
Ms Blatti
Ms Green
Ms Green
Ms Meagher
Mr Niciak
Mr Niciak
Mr Niciak
Mr Niciak
Mrs Rigby/Mrs Quigley
Mrs Rigby/Mrs Quigley

Mary Poppins Update
Week 6
We are almost there, with Mary
Poppins beginning next week.
The students are looking and
sounding fantastic and they are all certainly very excited. There are a few
things I would like to remind you of.
Tickets
The only night with tickets remaining is Wednesday 27th November. A reminder
that for all other nights that are sold out, we unfortunately do not have extra
tickets. Please find the link below if you are still interested in attending the night
of the 27th.
https://www.ticketebo.com.au/coburg-west-primary-school/mary-poppins-jrschool-musical.html
Consent
Permission to attend both dress rehearsal and evening performance at Brunswick
via compass is now due if you haven’t already done so. Furthermore, if your child
received a “Permission to be filmed” form yesterday or today, this must be
returned by Monday 18th November. If your child didn’t receive a form, this
means they already have consent according to our records. The three
performances in the second week are being filmed and the link to where you can
buy the DVDs of the performance was released yesterday on compass news. Here
is the link again:
https://encorevideography.com.au/store/#!/Mary-Poppins-Jr-Coburg-WestPrimary/p/154834229/category=0
Logistics
When students go to Brunswick for their full day rehearsal, they will need lunch,
snack, water bottle, quiet activity and of course their costumes. They need to
come to school in normal full school uniform with a light layer of clothing
underneath. Costumes should currently be at school but if they are not please
ensure your child brings them for their rehearsal day. Students will leave their
costumes at Brunswick between their rehearsal and performance. Therefore
when students come back to Brunswick for their performance from 5:30pm, they
will only need to bring a healthy snack and water bottle. This also means that

students can arrive to their performance in any comfortable clothing with a light
layer of clothing underneath so they can change comfortably. Students should be
finishing up around 8:15 and must take everything back home with them including
their costumes.
Medication
Teachers will bring student medication along to the rehearsals but it will be up to
parents and students to bring their own medication for the evening performances.
If there are any issues with this please contact Sue or the office.
Help
If you are available to help on any of the full day rehearsals we would be very
grateful. We have generous amount of parent helpers already for the nights, but
we are also seeking help for the days on Wednesday 20th-Friday 22nd. Please let
the school know if you are interested and available to do so. Thank you to all those
who are offering their time and efforts to help us out.

Q. What do you teach?
A. I teach Digital
technologies.
Q. Do you enjoy what
you are teaching?
A. I love it, I have always
used a lot of technology
in my classes, but to run
a full program that is all
about technology is a
wonderful thing.
Q. What have you
enjoyed teaching mostly
in Digi-tech?
A. I have really enjoyed
teaching everything in D.T. this year, but it has been particularly exciting to
see all the students’ coding skills develop so strongly - even in one year.
Q. Do you think that the students learn a lot from you?
A. Yes, I think so, and I think I learn a lot from them as well - it's very much a
shared journey. I know the kids learn a lot from me too because we use lots of
exit tickets in D.T. which lets the students give me feedback about my
teaching and the program. That helps me to see how they feel about what
they are learning and how they are going with it all.
Q. Do you think that you are a good influence to the students?
A. I think I am a good influence - definitely in my interest for all things to do
with D.T. but also around how we work together in a thoughtful and inclusive
way when we are at school - I think that influence is very strong.
Q. Would you like to teach Digi-tech next year and why?
A. Yes, I’m really looking forward to teaching D.T. again next year because I
really enjoy it, and because this is just the start of the journey - there is so
much more to do. I am very much looking forward to next year to explore a
range of topics that are a bit different to this year.

Q. Do you think Digi-tech is important for students to learn?
A. Yes, I think that it is vital to be learning these skills, and that D.T. is just as
important as Maths, the Arts, Reading or Writing. I think in the future that jobs
will be very much about technology and the way we communicate with other
people. We’ll be doing things with technology that we can’t even imagine in
2019, so it’s important to build for that now.
Q. Were you happy coming to this school?
A. Yes, I was very excited to come to Coburg West. In one of my old jobs, I
worked for the University of Melbourne and in that job I would visit lots and
lots of different primary schools in Coburg, Brunswick and the metropolitan
area of Melbourne. I was already visiting Coburg West to work with student
teachers for about five years before I came here, so I knew the school and
many of the staff very well before starting here this year.
Q. Were you nervous to start teaching Digi-tech at this school?
A. I think all teachers are nervous when they come to a new school. I was a
little nervous, but when you are nervous, it means that you’re excited and that
you care about what you are doing so I didn’t mind.
Q. Was this your first time teaching Digi-tech at a primary school?
A. Yes, this was my first time teaching D.T. as a subject all on its own but this
is my 14th year teaching.
Q. Do you think you can improve on teaching Digi-tech?
A. Yes, definitely. I think we all can improve as teachers. One of the ways I
can improve is to keep asking the students what I can do better and how they
feel about the work we are doing. This year using Google Classroom has
really helped with that.
Q. What was your first thought of teaching Coburg West?
A. My first thought of teaching Coburg West was “Wow this is very exciting”
and also “I wonder where we are going to be by the end of 2020”.
Q. What do you feel most proud of from this year?
A. I’m proud of our students - for what they have learned and for the way they
have worked together to learn it. I’m proud of the amazing steps forward that
the Preps have made as a group in their first year - especially with coding. I’m
also very proud of the teachers at CWPS for the way they have tried new
things with technology this year. I think we’ve made a really strong start with
Google Classroom in Grades 3-6 this year too - I can’t wait to see how that
develops next year.
Interview by Mia M., Milly H. and Anna S.

