
 

 
 

DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS 

Monday 8th June Queen’s Birthday Pupil Free Day 

Wednesday 24th June Parent Teacher Interviews 12-7pm 

Friday 26th June END OF TERM 2 Dismissal at 2:30pm 

Monday 13th  July START OF TERM 3 Al l grades start 9am 

Monday 27th July Parliament Excursion Grade 5/6 (class 1) 

Wednesday 29th July Family Maths problem solving 

night 

 

 Thursday 30th July Parliament Excursion Grade 5/6 (class 2) 

Wednesday 12th August Parliament Excursion 5/6 (class 3) 

Thursday 13th August Parliament Excursion 5/6 (class 4) 

Thursday 20th August School Photos Students are require to wear 

school uniform 

Monday 17th - Friday 21s t August Science Week  

Monday 7th - Wednesday 9th 

September 

Grade 4 Camp  

Friday 18th September END OF TERM 3 Dismissal at 2:30pm 

Monday 5th October START OF TERM 4 Al l grades start 9am 

Monday 2nd November Curriculum Day Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 3rd November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday School Closed 

Friday 18th December END OF TERM 4 Dismissal at 1:30pm 

 

Dear School Community, 

As we come to the end of week 4, I would like to acknowledge every staff member across our school. 

They have been working so hard since the latter part of Term 1, to develop and implement a remote 

and flexible learning program that is providing continuity of learning for all our students. It is hard 

enough for a teacher in normal circumstances, to cater to the needs of 20 odd individuals in a class. 

Factoring in their unique personalities, their varying rates of development, styles of learning and 

interests, our teachers are the experts in delivering quality teaching and learning to them all. Now add 

to this, delivering it all remotely, our teachers are doing an outstanding job, adapting and developing 

new methods to engage students in their learning. 

Therefore, I urge every member of our community to remember: 

 While your child is enrolled at CWPS, this is not home schooling, it is learning at home 

 No parent/carer is asked to be a teacher, our teachers are still teaching 

 Teachers are assigning daily learning tasks that align to the appropriate curriculum concepts 

and content that must be covered this term 

 As a bare minimum, every child should attempt to complete and submit one literacy and one 

numeracy task daily 



 Your child’s daily attendance is recorded by their teacher based on their daily engagement 

with the assigned learning tasks 

 All we ask of you, is to support and guide your child as they engage in their learning and you 

are free to do this at time in the day that best suits you and your household 

 Wellbeing Wednesday is a mid-week pause, a day for your child to do something which 

benefits their own happiness, health and wellbeing 

 Our teachers are awesome and they care about your kids 

 

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING 

In light of the current shift to remote and flexible learning, there has been much discussion around 

how schools manage assessment and reporting for Semester 1. While we are working on this as a staff, 

the DET are also preparing advice for schools. We know that the assessment processes will be different 

for this semester and as a result, how we present reports may look different. At this stage, one thing 

we do know is that a portion of how we assess your child will be based around how they engage with 

remote learning.   

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLIES 

I trust that over recent weeks, you have enjoyed watching our ‘Virtual Assemblies’. These videos which 

are sent out via Compass and found on our website, are a way of keeping things as normal as possible 

for all of us. While it is difficult for teachers to be assigning Values Certificates during Remote Learning, 

they are eager to be giving weekly shout-outs to students in acknowledgment of how well we are all 

adapting to this new way of schooling. If you have not done so already, please take the time to view 

one of our most recent video assemblies on our website homepage. 

REMOTE LEARNING PHOTO CHALLENGE 

By our next newsletter, we will be half way into Term 2. It will also be six weeks into our remote and 

flexible learning. We have already had a few pictures sent in to show us how much students are 

enjoying their learning at home. Therefore, we would like families to send in photos of how your 

children are set-up for learning or how they are engaging in their learning. We would like to share 

these as a special collage in our next newsletter. Please email your photos to 

coburg.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au with “Newsletter Challenge” in the subject line. Please note, that 

by submitting your photos, you are consenting to having them published in our newsletter.  

As we head into this weekend, I wish every mother and grandmother, a very happy Mother’s Day. 

While it will be a very different way to celebrate this year, I am sure we will all find a way to let the 

special women in our lives know how much they mean to us.  

Kind regards, 
Mark Colagrande 
Principal  
 

 

 

https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/
mailto:coburg.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

Congratulations to the following Grade 5/6 students who have 

dedicated themselves to improving and consolidating their Maths 

through the Manga High platform. 

Well done for taking responsibility for your learning!  

1 Aleyna T: 387 medal points 

2. Yianni V: 335 medal points 

3. Eli C: 161 medal points 

4. Harrison SK :75 medal points 

5. Lachlan C: 54 medal points 

6.Lachie K: 45 medal points 

7. Remy P: 42 medal points 

8. Henry M: 40 medal points 

9. Ainhoa US: 36 medal points 

10. Austin FB: 35 medal points 



 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, 

It is so great to see so many students have begun the Premier’s Reading Challenge. We already have 

three students in our school who have completed the challenge, now they continue to read for 

pleasure and add any additional books to the register to document their year of reading. Well done.  

Students who have been registered but have not yet added any books, it’s time to get started. Test 

your login and add those books.  

For parents/carers the following update from the Premier’s Reading Challenge may help you to 

encourage your children to read more at home whether they are participating in the challenge or 

simply wanting to source some more books to read while at home. 

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library or bookstore may not be possible.  

Here are some tips to share with your children to help them read more: 

• Re-read favourite books from your home collection. 
• Borrow eBooks from your local library. 
• For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of 

children's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.  
Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing Online 

Read Alouds and Activities     

• https://www.weareteachers.com/virtual-author-activities/ 
• Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space   

https://www.spacestationexplorers.org/educational-programs/storytimefromspace/ 
• Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online   

https://www.storylineonline.net  
• Listen to a David Walliams audio books  

                    https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/#load-more  

• Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's 
Digital Library    http://en.childrenslibrary.org  or from ManyBook.net  
https://manybooks.net 

Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope your children have fun 

exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their living rooms. 

Again a comprehensive list of over 20,000 books with the recommended reading age can be viewed 

and explored at https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home  

Also, remember that all books should be entered no later than Friday 4th September 2020. 

Good luck and continue reading! 

Patricia Amerena 

English Leading Teacher 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Db3188c43%26e%3D446ec5deb7a6ecac&data=02%7C01%7Camerena.patrizia.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb4537f698a74c9c0a9a08d7ec99da20%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238017869268903&sdata=xWqWR83%2Bzf3VQVeInsuQXBmTXEP3SmT2WlSXe05bMkY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Db3188c43%26e%3D446ec5deb7a6ecac&data=02%7C01%7Camerena.patrizia.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb4537f698a74c9c0a9a08d7ec99da20%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238017869268903&sdata=xWqWR83%2Bzf3VQVeInsuQXBmTXEP3SmT2WlSXe05bMkY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.weareteachers.com/virtual-author-activities/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Dd7349db7%26e%3D446ec5deb7a6ecac&data=02%7C01%7Camerena.patrizia.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb4537f698a74c9c0a9a08d7ec99da20%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238017869268903&sdata=dLTezmV0qk1cT3Dyvpa4Qxuk6GMQtAFKAa38DUGY7pA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.spacestationexplorers.org/educational-programs/storytimefromspace/?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=Premiers%27+Reading+Challenge&utm_medium=email
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Db90f1fbe%26e%3D446ec5deb7a6ecac&data=02%7C01%7Camerena.patrizia.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb4537f698a74c9c0a9a08d7ec99da20%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238017869268903&sdata=L5zGtvae0%2BCM12x%2BT%2BMeE%2BxFVOJp5yrH%2F5%2B7eoB0IIE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/#load-more
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D65791bad%26e%3D446ec5deb7a6ecac&data=02%7C01%7Camerena.patrizia.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb4537f698a74c9c0a9a08d7ec99da20%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238017869278899&sdata=np%2FvBtjlCKgIINiax02FsrWbnjl6kZZB0IuHUOc5wPY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D65791bad%26e%3D446ec5deb7a6ecac&data=02%7C01%7Camerena.patrizia.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb4537f698a74c9c0a9a08d7ec99da20%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238017869278899&sdata=np%2FvBtjlCKgIINiax02FsrWbnjl6kZZB0IuHUOc5wPY%3D&reserved=0
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
https://manybooks.net/
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home


Maths Websites/ Games you may like to explore at home-  

They are not in any order and were up to date at time of collating. Find the 

best ones for your learning style. Have fun. 

Khan Academy 
Khan Academy is on a mission to give a free, world-class education to anyone, 
anywhere. Their personalized learning resources are available for all ages. 
Video learning segments are followed by practice activities.  Grades: K–12; 

cost: Free 

Prodigy Software 
Math games that tackle more than 1,200 crucial math skills in a fun and 
engaging way. Grades: 1–8; cost: Free for teachers; $ for family 
subscription (Grade 34 use this) 

Coolmath Games 

Yes, math games can be cool! Check out the hundreds of games on this site and 
on Coolmath4kids. Grades: K–12; cost: Free; 

Figure This! 

Figure This! is a site designed to encourage families to practice math together. It 
includes fun and engaging math games and high-quality challenges. Grades 6–
8; cost: Free 

Funbrain 
Funbrain has been helping students learn key math concepts and develop crucial 

skills since 1997. Students can choose from a slew of games. The best part? It’s 
all free! Grades: PreK–8; cost: Free 

Mangahigh 
A popular game-based site for math online learning resources. It covers algebra, 
geometry, statistics, and more. Grades K-12; cost: Free during the 
coronavirus school closures. (Grade 56 use this) 

Math Playground 
More than 425 math games, logic puzzles, and brain workouts for students to 
practice their math skills. Grades: 1–6; cost: Free 

Mr.N365   

Nearly 100 original math games, workshops, and practice modules, as well as 
math printables!  Grades: 1–6; cost: Free 

Ninja Maths 
This interactive, online tool helps students master basic facts. Set up as a whole-

class or small-group competition, students earn ninja cards and track results on 
a ninja scoring poster. Two board games that teach operations are also available 
for purchase. Grades: 2–8; cost: Free 

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.prodigygame.com/
http://www.coolmath-games.com/
http://figurethis.nctm.org/
https://www.funbrain.com/
https://www.mangahigh.com/en-gb/blog/2020-03-06-free-access-schools-online-maths-coronavirus
http://www.mathplayground.com/
https://www.mrn365.com/
http://www.ninjamaths.com.au/


 

Numeracy Ninjas 

This is a free intervention tool designed to fill gaps in students’ mental 
calculation skills and empower them with number fluency. Students can earn 
ninja belts of different colours for their skill level. Grades: 2–8; cost: Free 

Sheppard Software 

Tons of fun and educational online math games, from basic operations to 
algebra and geometry. Grades: K–6; cost: Free 

Toy Theater 
How would your students like to learn multiplication while shooting hoops? 
They can do that and more at Toy Theater, which teaches early math concepts 

through game-based learning. Grades: K–5; cost: Free 

Xtramath 
Xtramath is like a daily math vitamin. An interactive online tool that helps 
students practice and master basic arithmetic facts, it’s quick and easy to use. 
Weekly emails provide progress reports for teachers and parents. Grades: K–8; 

cost: Free                                              

Mashup Math 
A creative solution that aims to revive students’ passion and interest in math. 
Mashup Math has a library of 100+ math video lessons as well as a YouTube 
channel that features new math video-lessons every week. A free e-book of 
math challenges is also available. Grades: K–8; cost: Free 

Math-Aids 
Dynamically created math worksheets for students, teachers, parents … 
anyone! Grades: K–10; cost: Free 

TopMarks 

TopMarks is a UK-based site that provides a database of resources for teachers 
as well as online learning games for students. Grades: PreK–8; cost: Free 
 
Fiona Currie  
CWPS - Numeracy Leading Teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here’s some 

great work 

from Sophie 

in 1/2T 

http://www.numeracyninjas.org/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm
http://toytheater.com/
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
http://mashupmath.com/
http://www.math-aids.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/


SPECIALIST STATEMENT TO  

THE CWPS COMMUNITY 

Thank you to all the students who have participated in specialists’ 

remote learning activities and we appreciate all your efforts in 

completion of tasks. We look forward to receiving posts of completed 

tasks from every student. Remember, you can complete these tasks at 

any time that works for you during the week. 

 

From the Specialist teachers 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



SHOUT OUTS TO OUR STAFF 

FROM MEMBERS OF OUR 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
 

I have three children - Grade X, Y, Z at the school.  There are so many teachers 

to email individually (I fear I might miss one), so I am sending something a little 

more global!  It’s safe to say most of you are teaching my kids at present!  

Thank you to all the teachers who have spent hours learning new 

skills,  scouring you-tube and other places to capture relevant material, creating 

videos, generating engaging content, posting feedback in a timely fashion, for 

management in sourcing appropriate learning technologies, planning and 

supporting those who require it,  OHSC for your enthusiasm and keeping the 

connection going, etc. Not to mention all the office staff who keep the machine 

well oiled so things move forward.  As a teacher myself I can appreciate the care, 

effort and EXTRA you are doing while balancing your own families and 

commitments.   

I am amazed at what my kids have accomplished in this short space of time with 

all your guidance and support.  In the context of remote learning and being more 

independent they have truly demonstrated some of the amazing school values - 

"we are learners" comes to mind.  These are strange, unsettling times and the 

way my kids have embraced this is a testimony to the ability and resilience of all 

Coburg West kids and our school community! 

So thank you again and please indulge in some self care and wellness of your 

own because you SO DESERVE IT! 
 

I cannot thank all the staff at CWPS enough for the work they have put into 

remote learning. It is hard for everyone and while I have the flexibility to work 

at any time I understand, your staff cannot. 

 

We are blessed to have these wonderful, caring teachers this year! 

 

Also, a huge thank you to you and all of the CWPS staff.  Such a massive effort and a 

steep learning curve for everyone.  It's really lovely to read and hear your lovely message 

to families and students, whether it's via a Compass feed, virtual assembly, or through 

video on student learning platforms. You’re doing such an amazing job, all while 

juggling what's going on within your own households and families. 

 

A massive ’shout out’ to all the staff who are working extremely hard to transform learning 
from the classroom to a remote learning environment. We want you to know that your 
efforts are truly appreciated. Since the beginning of this term our family have had mixed 

emotions with online learning - some days we have success and others we have tears. 



During the stressful times, our child’s teacher has been there for us - all of us. It has been 
reassuring to know that we have a partnership with their learning, even during isolation. 

Thank you for your time and support. 
And then we have today - the opportunity for them to ’see’ their teacher and classmates on 
the screen. There was major excitement in our house when we received the email regarding 

the transition to video conferencing - shouts of ‘hooray’ and high fives in the air. This 
morning I witnessed the largest smile, the greatest amount of energy and endless amounts 
of enthusiasm as they waited patiently for 10:00am (time updates were given to me every 
few minutes prior to the big event).  

We know that this transition cannot be easy for you and understand that there may be 
challenges with this new approach - we just want you to know that we will be patient and 
support you through it.  

Once again, thank you for all the hours, efforts, persistence and energies you are putting 
into online learning for the students so far.  
 

We all loved, loved, loved the Virtual Assembly. Girls were thrilled that 
DAD could finally attend one. What a brilliant idea! School’s nearly out 
for the day, enjoy you weekend. 

 

It is so lovely to see X and Y excited and engaged in their learning and this is a real 

testament to the hard work you and your team have put in to the preparation for this 

learning period.  

 

Quick note to say many thanks for the great work in putting together the Virtual 

Assembly and all the efforts you are making to keep the kids involved, both in their 

schoolwork and with their friends and school community. It’s made the challenges of 

home schooling a lot easier to manage. 

 

I just wanted to take the time to say a resounding THANK YOU, for all the hard work you 

have obviously done to successfully transition our school to remote learning.  
 No doubt there is an enormous amount of work that has gone into getting our school 
ready, and now, a couple of weeks in, the results are evident.  

I have nothing but praise for our school and our wonderful teachers.   All of XX’s teachers 
have been thoroughly engaging and encouraging of the children, giving feedback on all work 
and generally building the kids up – under the worst of circumstances we are having the 

best of experiences!  
So, a heartfelt thank you to you and all the teaching faculty, in particular Ms XYZ and the 
specialist teachers, you’re doing a great job and it is very much appreciated.  Well done 

CWPS. 
  

_____ and I just wanted to share a big thank you to you and your amazing staff for 
supporting us during the transition to remote learning. Our girls’ teachers, and teams, 



have been incredible in staying connected to their students and providing learning 
tasks to keep them engaged and focused at home. 

We know how hard everyone must be working behind the scenes to ensure the 
experience to families is positive and user friendly and could not feel more proud to be 
part of such a caring and supportive community. 

Please pass on our sincerest thanks and gratitude to everyone and look forward to being 
back in the schoolyard very soon.  
 

Just wanted to drop you a note to thank you and your entire staff 

for how extraordinarily well the school has dealt with the 

coronavirus situation so far — especially home learning. We are 

so impressed by the continued thoughtfulness and positivity of 

communications from the school. 

Our family is fortunate to have a parent available to supervise the 

kids while home schooling, and so we also see close up how much 

effort and care our children's teachers put into their daily 

planning. Both Mr XX and Ms ZZ and their respective teams are to 

be commended for their work in providing fantastic 

introductions to tasks, and for their speedy responses to questions 

and submitted work. It is phenomenal how quickly they have 

adjusted to this situation, while also maintaining the crucial 

connection with students… 

… It is in times like these that you come to fully appreciate the 

herculean effort required in planning and preparedness to keep 

the school running smoothly. I wanted to pass on how much we 

value this care you show every day for our kids and their 

schooling. 

Thanks again, and I hope you and your families are happy and 

healthy. Keep up the excellent work! We are very lucky to be part of 

the CWPS community. 

 

Well done to all the CWPS staff on the introduction of teleconferencing. 
Really enjoyed listening to XX and YY interacting with their teachers and 
classmates. Ms XYZ was awesome, really personalized the session with each 
student and was very entertaining.  
Ms ABC spoke with each student about lockdown and has been amazing with 
her positive feedback and encouraging comments on schoolwork… 
… It was so nice to listen to those interactions today it’s been a hectic 3 
weeks of home school but the online content and consistency has been great, 
well done again! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In lieu of the annual Open Evening and postponed school tours, we have prepared a video 
presentation for prospective future families for 2021 enrolment at Coburg High 
School: Coburg High School Virtual Tour 
  
It has been circulated to those families who registered for the open evening but if there are 
any Coburg West PS grade 6 families who would like to know more about Coburg High 
School, please use the video link above.  
  
Of course, if you have any questions for us, our lines are still open on 9353 1700 or 
email info@coburg.vic.edu.au and we will get back to you as soon as possible.  
   
Coburg HS links:                                                                   

 Coburg High School Virtual Tour 
 Coburg High School website 
 Prospectus 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mjw-5k_dlNc&feature=youtu.be
mailto:info@coburg.vic.edu.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mjw-5k_dlNc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.coburg.vic.edu.au/
https://www.coburg.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Prospectus2020-Web-Version.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


