
         22nd June 2018 

 

 

Dear School Community, 
 
As advised in our last newsletter, I am able to inform you that Carmel Lancuba has been appointed by 
Region, to replace me while I am on Long Service Leave. Ms Lancuba will be Acting Principal of Coburg 
West Primary from the start of Term 3 until my return on August 27th. I trust you will all assist in making 
her feel welcome in our school. 
 
Parent, Student and Teacher Meetings 
Please note that the mid-year Parent, Student and Teacher Meetings are taking place next Wednesday 
27th June. The meetings will be taking place between midday and 7pm. For those of you who have not 
yet made your bookings please do so via COMPASS. 
These meetings are a good opportunity for parents to discuss the past semester’s progress with their 
child and their teacher. Please note that it is a requirement for your child to be in the meeting with 
their teacher.  No child should be left in the playground without parental supervision. 
You are also reminded that each Meeting is allocated a 15-minute time slot and each teacher has 
many parents and students to meet with. Therefore, it is important that we stay to these time limits. 
If you are wishing additional time to meet with the teacher, you will need to make an additional 
appointment at a mutually agreed time. 
 
First Aid Reminders 
Please note the following important reminders from the nurses in First Aid; 

DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS 

Wednesday 27th June 
Parent, Teacher & Student 

Meetings 
Scheduled meetings from 12pm to 7pm 

 

Friday 29th June 
 

END OF TERM 2 

 
2.30PM DISMISSAL  

(Out of School Hours Program  
2.30PM- 5.55PM) 

Wednesday 1st August 
FAMILY MATHS PROBLEM 

SOLVING NIGHT 
6pm-8pm (SMALL HALL) 

Wednesday 5th September  Curriculum Day (Literacy)  Pupil Free Day 

Saturday 8th September Parent Trivia Night School Gym 

2018 TERM DATES 
Term   1 Wednesday 31st January – Thursday 29th March 

Term   2 Monday 16th April – Friday 29th June 

Term   3 Monday 16th July – Friday 21st September 

Term   4 Monday 8th October – Friday 21st December 



 It is the responsibility of all parents and caregivers to update and replace their child’s Epipens 
and medications. As medications reach their expiry dates they must be replaced. Please check 
with our school nurses if you are unsure of when to do so. 

 Likewise, Action Plans for both Asthma and Anaphylaxis should be updated with your local 
doctor annually. As these Plans change, it is again the responsibility of parents or caregivers 
to ensure that a copy of the updated Action Plan is provided to our school nurses. 

 As with any medications left with our school nurses, a Medication Administration Form MUST 
be completed by the parent or caregiver. This provides your authority for our school nurses 
to administer the medication as per your written instructions. Please note that medications 
will only be administered as per the written instructions you provide and sign for. No 
medications will be administered by any staff, without written instruction.  

 
Buildings and Grounds Works 
I am pleased to inform you that the bike and scooter racks have been installed in the bike cage. They 
look wonderful and the students are very excited to be storing their bikes and scooters in an orderly 
manner. Please join me in thanking Kimberley Palay for the time she put into sourcing the quotes and 
to everyone who has contributed to the Building Fund, which covered the cost of this installation. We 
are hoping that the additional concrete works will also occur during the holiday break. 
You may have noticed that we recently had some works done to repair and improve the closing and 
latching mechanisms on many of our gates around the school grounds. Unfortunately, we have since 
had problems with another part literally falling off the back gate and another gate that is still not quite 
right. I apologize for the inconvenience caused to many of you as we continue to try to resolve these 
issues.  
I recently advised that roof works were about to start on the Southern Building. There has been a 
delay, however it does now mean that the bulk of these works will take place over the school holiday 
period. There may still be works occurring upon our return, so I do ask that everyone is mindful of the 
areas around the grounds that are sectioned off, for their own safety. 
 
CSIRO Acknowledge Ms Blatti 
Just this week, Ms Blatti was formally acknowledged by the CSIRO, for the long-term, continued 
support she has demonstrated to the STEM Professionals in Schools program. This program, funded 
by the Australian Government Department of Education and Training, promotes Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) learning in schools by enabling professionals in these areas, to 
visit and work with students in schools. Over the years, Ms Blatti who is passionate about science and 
engaging students across our school in this aspect of the curriculum, has arranged for many scientists 
and other professionals to work with our students to promote and develop their skills in scientific 
research. Please join me in congratulating Ms Blatti on this acknowledgment. 
 
As we approach the upcoming term break, I wish you all a wonderful holiday. May you all keep 
warm; enjoy the extra time with family and friends and for those of you travelling, happy and safe 
travels.  

Kind regards,  

Mark Colagrande  
Principal  
 

 

 



RESPECT HONESTY ENDEAVOUR FRIENDLINESS RESPONSIBILITY CO OPERATON 

NAME 
 

GRADE VALUE AWARDED BY 

Isabella E PREP D Respect Miss Dunn 

Christopher E Prep D Respect Miss Dunn 

Tarquin S PREP LM Respect Mrs McLean/Mrs Lebon 

Cleo G Prep LM Respect Mrs Mclean/Mrs Lebon 

Ava M PREP S Respect Miss Siciliano 

Francesco M Prep S Respect Miss Siciliano 

Violet H PREP K Respect Miss Kennon 

Peter V Prep K Respect Miss Kennon 

Circe  B 3/4A Respect  Miss Amerena 

Anais H 3/4A Respect Miss Amerena 

Neko S 3/4B Respect A Pavich/S Preston 

Henry S 3/4C Respect Mrs Spiteri/Ms Currie 

Liam B 3/4C Respect Ms Currie /Mrs Spitieri 

Amanda P 3/4F Respect Ms Olivia Franco 

Ava S 5/6H Respect Ms Meagher 

Kosta P 5/6B Endeavour Ms Blatti 

Cruz R 5/6B Endeavour Ms Blatti 

Zach S 5/6M Respect Ms Meagher 

Deniz A 5/6Q Respect Mr Niciak 

Elleni K 5/6Q Respect Mr Niciak 

Maree G 5/6Q Respect Mr Niciak 

Jai C 1/2B Respect Ms Barling 

Niamh 1/2B Respect Mrs Barling 

Ryan K 1/2M Respect Miss Mardesic 

Cleo 1/2M Respect Miss Mardesic 

Estelle K 1/2Y Respect Miss Youla 

Ava S 5/6R Respect Mrs Rigby 

Cam T 5/6R Respect Mrs Rigby 

Jay P 5/6E Extraordinary Respect Mrs Rigby 

Sienna M 3/4F Respect Ms Franco 

Alex R 3/4R Respect Mrs Roberts 

Emily K 3/4R Endeavour Mrs Roberts 

Ruby S 1/2A Respect Ms Aleruccio 

Mia B 1/2A Respect Miss Alderuccio 

Isla R 1/2E Respect Ms Esposito 

Ashleigh H 1/2E Respect Mrs Esposito 

Madeline R 1/2L Respect Ms Blackman 

Bill D 1/2L Respect Miss Blackman 

Oliver 1/2Z Respect Ms Zampatti 

Luca C 3/4B Co-operation Miss Preston 

Aaron H 3/4P Respect Miss Acciarito 

April R 3/4CS Respect Mrs Spiteri/Ms Currie 



SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Welcome to all who have a chance to take the time to read this report on the 2018 AGM and 
subsequent meeting of the School Council held on 20 June 2018.   
 
It was a busy agenda and there was terrific vibe in a room full of educators and dedicated parents, all 
moving toward our common goal of ensuring that Coburg West continues to deliver outstanding 
educational outcomes for all of its students.   
 
The AGM 
The School Council was pleased to have a parent attendee at the School Council AGM.  Our sole parent 
attendee, Caitlin Yates, also needs special mention as she has been kind enough to accept a position 
as the Secretary of the Coburg West School Community.  This was validated by the School Council and 
it completes filling the office bearer positions for the Community group.   We all wish Caitlin the very 
best for this important role. 
On behalf of the School Council, we also congratulate the School Executive and Teaching Staff at CWPS 
on an outstanding report and encourage all parents to read the report which will shortly be posted on 
the School Website.  As you will see, the school continues toward its mission of high growth for all 
students in reading and numeracy and the outcome is evident in the report.  
As with any report card, there are areas for improvement and, in particular, the school is focusing on 
continuing to promote the wellbeing of our students.  If you have any feedback or comments please 
contact me at idrew@davies.com.au or speak with our Principal Mark Colagrande or the acting Vice 
Principal Dan Copping. 
 
Classroom Libraries Project 
As you may recall, at the last School Council Meeting it was agreed to exhaust the Library Fund into a 
new project aimed at developing classroom libraries of 500 books per class.  There has been an 
incredible response to this project.   
Not only has our Lead English Teacher Patricia Amerena managed to spend all of the funds on new 
books, but she has also secured free book deals (two for one type arrangements) with the suppliers.  
She has received and processed many donations from parents as well.  We have, in one month, added 
over 2000 books to the school collection which is a fantastic result. 
This is, however, no time for complacency and I encourage you all to continue to DONATE YOUR OLD 
BOOKS to the school.  BUY AN EXTRA COUPLE OF BOOKS for the school next time you are at a book 
shop and drop them off.  Perhaps speak with your FRIENDS WITH OLDER KIDS and see if they have 
any books which could be donated.   
Books are critical to every aspect of the educational experience.  They develop language skills, base 
knowledge, interest in the world, personal confidence, imagination and, ultimately, well rounded and 
intelligent adults.  We are looking for 500 books for every classroom, so we are still a long way from 
our goal.  The School Council thanks you all for getting behind this important project. 
 
IT Infrastructure 
Just a quick note in relation to the CUA Funds raised and other IT development.  A number of 
classrooms and working spaces have had installed much needed audio/visual equipment.  Two 
classrooms in grade 5/6, the Art Room, a 3/4 Grade, a 1/2 Grade and our Library have had updated 
Audio Visual Systems installed.  Acting Vice Principal Dan Copping has also arranged quotes to install 
a projector system for the large hall.  This will allow presentations at School Assemblies (including the 
words to our National Anthem!) and a myriad of other uses. 
 
 

mailto:idrew@davies.com.au


School Building Works 
CWPS has received funding to replace roofing at the school and has been going through a tender 
process to replace the roofs of the two main buildings at the school.  At this stage, it would appear the 
successful tenderer will be replacing one roof (the Prep/1-2 Building) over the coming school holiday, 
and then the Department of Education will look to assess the cost of replacing/repairing the roof of 
the main building.  We will keep you informed. 
Also, I am pleased to report that the bike racks have been installed using funds from the building fund.  
The area is now being concreted thanks to the generosity of parents at the school.  This completes the 
installation of the bike shed. 
 
Community Group 
The Community Group has been active and the next big event is the parent’s footy match slated for 
Sunday 5 August 2018.  There are 28 registered players and we encourage you all to get involved.   
The big ticket item for raising funds through the footy match will be sponsorship of the event.  Please 
consider sponsoring a player, the day or, if you have a business, perhaps you could reach out the 
community group and offer to run a stall on the day to fundraise.  There is a lot of excitement around 
this event so please get involved. 
 
Buildings, Grounds and Sustainability Committee 
Congratulations to Justin Boots on the work that has been completed toward establishing this 
Committee.  However, it is time to put the call out as we need your help.  Please contact Justin on 
cwpsbuilding@gmail.com to help out with this Committee.   
We need people who can assist with any aspect of maintaining the school and are just willing to give 
a bit of a hand.  And please remember, this Committee also has a focus on sustainability and this is 
the opportunity for those concerned with the environment to make a meaningful contribution with 
the support of the School Council. 
 
Principal Long Service 
It is worth making a quick note in relation to the replacement for our Principal Mark Colagrande who 
is away next term on long service leave.  A replacement has been secured, Carmel  Lancuba  from  
Roxburgh  Rise  PS.  Please make Carmel feel welcome. 
 
School Reporting 
Finally, we are sure that you are all awaiting the reports on our children.  Dan Copping and the senior 
education team have been working on a new method of reporting performance.   This was presented 
to School Council and this looks to be a significant improvement.  We are sure, however, that the 
School would appreciate any feedback on the reporting method as it strives for continuous 
improvement. 
 
******* 
 
We hope that this provides a little insight into just some of the matters which were raised at the most 
recent School Council Meeting.  On behalf of the entire Council, we wish you the very best for a safe 
and relaxing school break, and we look forward to a productive term 3. 
 
Best wishes 
Ian Drew 
School Council President  
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CROSS COUNTRY Wednesday 13th June.  

 

 
Well done to our fantastic Cross Country Running team on their magnificent 
effort competing at the Banyule and Inner North / Moreland Cross Country 
division on Wednesday 13th June at Bundoora Park. Congratulations to the 
following students who competed on the Jay P, Oscar S, Max T A, Inez W, 
Jessie L, Gianluca D, Teli K Adele T and Mia M, Eloise B. 9/10 year old 
students completed a 2km track and the 11year old and 12/13 year old 
students completed a 3km track. 
 
Jessie and Inez (emergency) have qualified for the next round of Cross 
Country championships. Well done! Also, a big thankyou to all the parents 
who transported students to and from the event and gave their support on the 
day. 
 

 

 

Awesome effort team! 

Chris Harvey 

Sports Coordinator 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1jP-7u9LbAhXLUrwKHShZCbwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/298363544034528627/&psig=AOvVaw08KbO5WnbW4ZBI1MKWV1OV&ust=1529041960837533


Coburg West Girls Soccer Team 

 

Don’t our girl’s soccer team look smart in their new soccer kits? A huge thank you goes out to 

Michael and Mary Karayiannis from Kelme Australia who donated the kits including the jersey with 

the school emblem; shorts, socks and a soccer ball each for the whole team. It is with such gestures 

we are able to continue to provide our students with positive sporting experiences. The girls are well 

and truly ready for their next interschool sport game. 

 

 
 

 

 

Michael Karayiannis  

michael@kelmeaustralia.com 

www.kelmeaustralia.com 

mailto:michael@kelmeaustralia.com
http://www.kelmeaustralia.com/


THE GRADE 3 / 4 WRITING WORKSHOP.  

 
On the 20/6/18 some grade 3 / 4 students were selected 

to go to the Coburg library and take part in a writing 

workshop. The writer who spoke to us was called George 

Ivanhoff. He has written books like the You Choose and 

Other Worlds series. He showed us examples that would 

help us plan our story and he told us questions to us think 

of things that would make our story more exciting. He 

showed us journey lines to help us put the problems in.  

We had lots of fun and the people at Coburg Library are 

thinking of inviting us again. We also have to thank Miss 

Amerena for planning it and to Miss Curry for tagging 

along. Also thanks to Heidi B. who invited us. 

BY DANTE GARMA AND GUS MATTISKE 

 

George Ivanoff 
On Wednesday 20th of June 30 3/4s went on a bus to the Coburg library to meet George 
Ivanoff.  He talked to us about how he gets his ideas and how to plan stories. He said that 
he gets ideas from other books he’s read and puts it in his own words. He also gets ideas 
from his life and exaggerates it.  We really enjoyed it because we got it learn about him 
and how to be a better writer. 

 

 
  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



COBURG WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL CUA FUN RUN 

I can remember running through the colour, and feeling the joy rush through me. I remember 

telling all my friends I would get the most colour, and yes, I got quite a lot of powder paint on me. 

If it wasn’t for Mr Colagrande, Ms Osman and Mr Harvey we wouldn’t have experienced the joy 

and happiness of the colour run. So, I thank them so, so much for all their hard work and effort 

into setting up the powder paint, the music and the blow up starting line. I thought it looked 

amazing and hope to see other schools doing the same thing so that they get to experience the fun 

of the colour fun run, and raise money for the school at the same time. 

I really cannot believe how mad the day was! I know for a fact, that not one student in the school 

would disagree that it was one if the funniest days ever! There were funny faces everywhere! I 

saw people posing for pictures in their colourful pants and tops. 

I really can’t believe you let us all get covered in bright neon paint and you know how teachers 

get mad about you getting water on you, well imagine being covered in paint all over and seeing 

all the teachers laughing and smiling! It really made my day and even better I know that it made 

all the students and teachers days too! 

I also remember telling the teachers to put lots and lots of paint on me because I wanted to be a 

real- life rainbow with my luscious rainbow hair and weird looking blue, brown, yellow, red and 

bright pink top; with all the colours smudged and mixed to make a strange brown colour.  I just 

remember Mr Moulding pouring the powder paint all over me and the horrid smell but the smell 

didn’t bother me because I was having so, so much fun with all my friends and teachers. 

I remember leaping up and over all little hurdles. I loved the idea of having a little obstacle 

course in the middle of the run and hoola hoops to jump in and two rainbow parachutes that you 

had to run under. 

I liked walking back together and listening to all the chatter about how fun it was. I also 

remember people making funny jokes about the crazy colours and how our clothes looked with all 

the colour splotched all over them. Afterwards we all sat down together and talked and we ate 

yummy yet strange tasting icy poles. But it’s the thought that counts. 

I really hope to do more fun things in the future and to see all the teachers and students 

laughing and having fun, and Ms Meagher taking funny pictures of everyone. 

I thank all the teachers that helped out, set up the fun run and put smiles and laughter on all 

the students faces. 

BY: Eliza Lou B  

 

  



 

 

 

 



 



  



Northern Parx 
Netball Club 

 

Local Netball Club looking for boys and girls to 

play in Under 9’s and Under 11’s competition 

for July- December Season. 

 

Training: Held at Bell Primary School:  

Tuesdays 4pm  

(78A Oakover Rd, Preston VIC 3072)  

 

Games: Played on Saturday mornings between 

8:30am-10:10am at Darebin Community Sports 

Stadium (857 Plenty Road, Reservoir, 3073) 

 



 

 



 
 



 


