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Grade 5/6 Area Newsletter, Term 4 2020  
  
  

Dear students, parents and carers, 

Welcome to Term 4. We are all so excited to be back. We missed 
our students dearly and longed to see them again! 

This year has been extremely challenging on many levels for most of us. Thank you for all 
your continued support and understanding during these past months of remote and flexible 
learning. For many of you it was a juggling act, balancing your own workload and supporting 
your children with theirs. You all deserve gold medals! 

As usual, Term 4 is a very busy and exciting term. We have a number of activities planned 
for our students to help them re-engage and reconnect with the school environment. For 
Grade 5s it is a time to prepare for leading the school next year in 2020.  For Grade 6s it is 
the end of their primary school journey as they prepare to transition to high school. A school 
based transition program has been organised to take place towards the end of the year. 

This term we also begin preparing for Grade 6 Graduation which will be held on Wednesday 
16th December. This year, Grade 6 Graduation will take on a slightly different format. Due to 
the current restrictions, we are unable to invite parents to our ceremony like we normally 
would. However, the ceremony will still take place, this time during school hours and will be 
recorded for families to watch the special event together with their children. More 
information will be emailed to you via Compass once details are finalised. 

We are very mindful that these continue to be unsettling and difficult times for students, 
staff and parents.  However, through working together so positively over these recent 
weeks we have demonstrated just how much can be achieved within such a cohesive, 
assured, caring and supportive community such as ours, and from this we should continue 
to draw much strength. 

Please do remember to contact your child’s teacher if you have any concerns.  In the 
meantime, the 5/6 teachers send their very best wishes to you and your families for a safe 
and happy term 4. 

  

Ms A.Blatti 

5/6 Team Leader 
 



 
  

 
Home Learning this term: 
This term as our focus is on student wellbeing and student re 
engagement, we will not be setting home learning tasks at the 
beginning of every Monday. However, students are 
encouraged to continue to learn their times-tables daily, 
complete a minimum of 20 minutes of reading each night and 
complete any class tasks including projects that have not been 
completed whilst at school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Curriculum Areas 
 

VALUES  
 
We know that every 5/6 student will endeavour to display and support our school values,  
especially now that we are all back on site after so much time at home. It has been a strange 
and difficult year for all of us, which is why we all need to look out for one another.  
 
Our values are:  
 
We are learners 
We are safe 
We care about each other 
We are respectful 
  
This term, the Grade 5 /6 focus will be on We care 
about each other. After so much time away, we know 
that every 5/6 student is looking forward to being able 
to show this value by being a caring friend. Whether 
this is by sticking up for someone, noticing when 
someone needs some encouragement, or just smiling 
at someone walking by. 
 
Both teachers and students were feeling a mixture of 
excitement and nerves before coming back to school 
this term, which is why we all need to be reminded of some strategies to use when 
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things start to feel challenging. We need to be mindful that some of our friends might be 
struggling with getting back into routines, so it is important to show that you care about 
them, and ask if they are okay!  
 
Our wonderful wellbeing specialist Jo Rigby will be dedicating a lot of her time to 
ensuring that the 5/6 students feel like they have an opportunity to have their voices 
heard. Each class will have regular Circle Time sessions, where various topics can be 
discussed in a safe, open environment. There are three rules in Circle Time: One voice at 
a time, no put downs, and you have the right to ‘pass’ any of the questions. We show 
each other that we care, by listening and respecting each other's opinions. 
  
The 5/6 teachers care about our students so much that we have planned LOTS of fun and 
engaging activities so that we all have an unforgettable last term.  
  

 English  
  

Reading and Viewing 
  
Students will continue to learn and practise a range of reading skills to support their 
learning. We will continue to focus on exploring vocabulary, making inferences, interpreting 
explicit information and developing the ability to make connections between the text, 
personal experiences and the world around us.  
 
The students will do this by exploring a variety of reading materials including guided 
readers, posters, diagrams, newspaper articles, electronic media, and complete tasks 
independently.  
 
We will continue engaging with Literature Circle Roles 
where students will present their understandings in small 
groups on a weekly basis. Each reading lesson will also 
include independent reading to promote engaged reading, 
student agency and organisational skills in all students.  
 
We aim to improve reading stamina and critical thinking 
skills through timely goal setting and reflection. This term, 
students will develop their ability to confidently respond to 
texts through the teaching of explicit strategies, with the 
aim of being able to use them independently in the future.   
  
 

 
 
 
 



 
  

 
Writing 

 
This term there will be a celebration of our students’ narrative writing abilities with our 
Writer’s Festival. This is a chance for students to highlight their creative writing skills around 
the theme of ‘A Whole New World’. After we explore narrative writing, students will 
develop their skills with a Passion Project and finishing with a unit on Poetry. This is a 
chance for student centred information text. The elements of writing including grammar, 
spelling and vocabulary will continue to be explored through the writing process and will be 
focused on the student’s point of need. 
 
The writing process of Planning, Composing, Recording, Revising, Editing, Publishing and 
Conferencing will continue to be revised.  Students will create pieces of work in both written 
and electronic form with the purpose of sharing their work with their peers.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Speaking and listening are necessary for 
effective communication. Students will have 
the opportunity to explore and practice 
important skills that include the ability to 
share and clarify their ideas depending on the 
context and purpose, e.g. Entertaining, 
informing and/or influencing others. They will 
also explore and develop the spoken language 
features such as pace, pitch and 
pronunciation to enhance meaning. This will 
become part of our program during video 
conferencing in remote learning.   
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Maths 

 
In Term 4, students will develop their speed and accuracy at which they can recall 
multiplication and division facts to prepare them for fractions. They will investigate 
everyday situations that use integers; using number lines to support or show their thinking. 

 
Later in the term we will move into Financial Maths: investigating and 
calculating percentage discounts, rates, ratios, and applying these within open-
ended and problem solving tasks. 
 

In Measurement, students will work on angles including comparing, measuring, drawing, 
and solving unknown values. They will also explore the Cartesian plane to provide a 
graphical and visual representation of location. In Statistics and Probability, students will 
connect fractions and decimals to describing the likelihood of events occurring.  
 
You can support your child by testing multiplication facts, and getting them involved in 
every-day maths such as budgeting for the weekly grocery shop, how long it takes to travel 
somewhere, organising the daily schedule, or discussing the probability of rain the next day.  

 
Manga High 

 
All students in Grade 5/6 have their own login to MangaHigh and can access tasks to 
practise skills (consolidate knowledge), explore new learning (extend), improve their speed 



 
  

and knowledge of number facts (mental computation), and work towards gaining points. It 
is a perfect tool to consolidate learning in a stimulating and engaging platform.  
 
This sophisticated platform adjusts the level of difficulty in real time, 
based on your child’s performance in either games or Prodigy 
challenges. Students, teachers and parents can track individual 
student progress in Assignments, Effort, Achievement, and 
Independent Activities.  
Students will receive assigned tasks that are set by the teachers.  
These tasks will be used to inform teaching and reporting so it is 
important to encourage students to do their best with these. 

Inquiry 

This term the students will be immersed in a monetary unit of work 
titled: Money Makes the World Go Round. This unit supports 
students in becoming informed consumers encouraging them to 
make effective financial decisions. Students will participate in a range of activities as well as 
research to develop their knowledge related to management of money and making choices. 
The students will be developing, producing and marketing a product or service. They will 
work in groups to develop a business plan including a budget and marketing strategies. If 
possible and restrictions are lifted to some extent, the products or services will be marketed 
and sold at the 5/6 school market.  

 
 

Critical and Creative Thinking 

To complement the comprehensive curriculum this term, students will have opportunities to 
engage with student-centred investigative approaches to learning through a variety of 
topics.  
 
This will include a variety of learning tasks which focus on providing engaging opportunities 
for students to return back to school. Throughout the term, students will be undertaking a 
unit focussing on forces and motion, looking specifically at the use of simple machines. 
Students will gather an understanding of how forces such as friction and gravity impact our 
daily life, and will be working in collaborative groups to construct a Rube Goldberg Machine.  
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As grade six students prepare for their graduation and transition into high school, grade five 
students will take part in a series of rotations, being exposed to several different learning 
tasks including clay pottery, public speaking, and robotics.  
 
These tasks have been designed to foster critical and creative thinking amongst students 
through encountering real-life problems and presenting their solution in a creative way.  

  

High School Transition 
 

This term we will also be providing Grade 6 students with transition information on what to 
expect next year. There will be opportunities for them to ask questions to former students 
as well as teachers to address any curiosities they may have regarding next year. 
 
Should you have any additional questions or concerns you can consult the transition 
coordinator Matthew Niciak or your child’s intended secondary school for next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kind regards,   
The Grade 5/6 Team  

 

  


