
Remembrance Day 

General 

Remembrance Day is a day to remember members of the armed forces. It is on November 11th 

to recall the end of the First World War which also ended on that date in 1918. Fighting 

between the two sides ended at the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month 1918. November 

the 11th was dedicated to members of the armed forces who died by King George V on 7th of 

November 1919 (a year after the war).  

 

The Menin Gate 

Ypres (pronounced ‘ee-prez’) is a town in Belgium which was totally destroyed in the First World 

War. There is a memorial in Ypres called The Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing. The memorial 

is on the site of a gate which led to the 

town of Menin.  

The site of the Menin Gate was chosen 

because lots of men passed through it on 

their way to fight. It now has the names 

of 54,000 men who have never been 

found. The memorial was built in 1927.  

Every night at 8pm the traffic through the Menin Gate is stopped whilst the Last Post (a 

famous piece of music played on an instrument called a bugle) is played.  

 

How We Remember 

People remember the men and women who gave their lives in different ways. One way which we 

remember is through wearing the poppy. The poppy was chosen because at the end of the war 

there was nothing growing where the men had been fighting except poppies. People wear a poppy 

to show their respect.  

There are also lots of events which happen across the country. The biggest event is in London at 

a large memorial called the Cenotaph (pronounced ‘sen-o-tarff’). Here the Queen and other 

leaders of our country lay poppies on the Cenotaph to remember the fallen.  

 

A Poem We Say to Remember –  

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning. We will remember them. 

 

 



Name: _________________________      Date:__________ 

1) Why do we have Remembrance Day?  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2) When did the First World War end? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3) Who was on the throne at the end of the First World War? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

4) Where is the town of Ypres? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5) How many men have their names on the Menin Gate? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

6) Why do men have their names on the Menin Gate? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

7) What piece of music is played every night at the Menin gate? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

8) What instrument is used to play the piece of music at the Menin gate? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

9) Which flower is used as a symbol of remembrance? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

10) Who goes to the Cenotaph?  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

11) What does the poem at the end mean to you?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

12) What would you say to the leader of our country who wanted to send out armed forces to 

war?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 


