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FRIDAY 10TH MARCH 2023 
CWPS ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS 

Monday 13th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 15th March Ceres Excursion Grade 6 

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Monday 8th – Wednesday 10th May Grade 5 Camp TBA 

Wednesday 31st May Curriculum Day Pupil Free Day 

Monday 21st – Wednesday 23rd August Grade 4 Camp TBA 

Monday 6th November Curriculum Day Pupil Free Day 

 

VICTORIAN TERM DATES FOR 2023 

 START ENDS LAST DAY DISMISSAL 

TERM 1 Monday 30th January Thursday 6th April 2:30pm Dismissal 

TERM 2 Monday 24th April               Friday 23rdJune 2:30pm Dismissal 

TERM 3  Monday 10th July Friday 15th September 2:30pm Dismissal 

TERM 4 Monday 2nd October Wednesday 20th December 1:30pm Dismissal 

 
Dear School Community, 
 
It was wonderful to see so many families onsite last Sunday for our Working Bee. We had children working with their 
parents across our gardens and lots of new connections were made between families as they worked together. Look 
out for Sonia’s report later in this newsletter. For now, I wish to thank Sonia and her Buildings, Grounds and 
Sustainability Group for organising this day, along with everyone who lent a hand on the day.  
 
STAFFING UPDATE 
After several years of delivering a high-quality Performing Arts program to students across our school, Ms Meta is 
moving on. She has recently accepted a position as a music teacher in a private school and as such will be finishing up 
here at CWPS on Friday 17th March. Please join me in wishing her well and thanking her for all that she has done for 
students across the years at CWPS. 
 
PROGRAM UPDATES  
This year we have been fortunate to be able to maintain our Tutor Learning Program, while also establishing some 
new programs to enhance and support our students’ learning.  
 
STEM has been added to our specialist program, with every grade having a weekly lesson for a whole semester with 
Ms Blatti. STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths, and is a learning experience which allows our 
students to think creatively and explore a range of challenges as they draw together their learnings from these areas.  
 
CLIP (Challenge Learning & Inquiry Program) is another new program introduced this year and involves small groups 
of select students coming together to work with Ms Blatti on various challenges and projects over several weeks. These 
groups will change throughout the year, as will the challenges and opportunities for our students to participate in 
science and STEM competitions. 
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MHiPS (Mental Health in Primary Schools) is a new initiative launched and funded by the Department of Education 
and will be rolling out across the state over the coming years. For CWPS, this funding has enabled us to engage our 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Leader, Ms Allison. I know that in the short time she has been with us this year, she has 
already made a difference to so many children and families across our school, by providing support or just a friendly 
ear. As the year progresses, we will share more about this role.   
 
PORTSEA CAMP  
Last week, I was fortunate enough to join the grade 6 students for three very full days in Portsea. As part of this camp 
experience, our students had opportunities to kayak, climb the high ropes, play surf life savings games, fly the giant 
swing, make damper, and learn survival skills. Most importantly, they learnt to be more independent and socialise 
with their peers and teachers in an alternative setting. I must say, I was most impressed by their behaviour, the care 
and support they showed one another and the level of cooperation and respect they demonstrated with both our staff 
and the camp staff. Of course, these opportunities are only made possible for our students, by teachers giving up their 
personal time with their own families and loved ones, to care for your children while on camp. Please join me in 
thanking Ms Franco, Mr Aitken, Ms Mardesic, Mr Niciak, Ms Amerena and Mr Krauss.  
 
VACATION CARE AT CWPS 
As you would have read on COMPASS, starting with these April school holidays, you have the opportunity to book your 
children in to Vacation Care right here at CWPS. Please refer to the information following in this newsletter, or on the 
COMPASS Newsfeed and contact OSHC directly for any further information. 
 
NAPLAN 
Across the coming weeks our grade three and five students will be undertaking the annual NAPLAN testing. This is a 
national testing program which captures just a moment in our children’s learning journey. We aim to make this a 
simple process our students undergo, without adding pressure or anxiety. Therefore, please join us in encouraging our 
students to just try their best and more importantly, remind them of all the wonderful things they can do and achieve 
which are not measurable by a test.  
 
SUNSMART 
Here at CWPS we aim to be a SunSmart school and as such, we remind students to wear their hats when outdoors and 
apply sunscreen regularly. Therefore, we ask that you ensure your child has their own hat and sunscreen with them at 
school each day. More information follows in this newsletter. 
 
 I wish you all a wonderful MOOMBA long weekend ahead.  
 
Kind regards, 
Mark COLAGRANDE 
PRINCIPAL 
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Grade 
3rd March 10th March 

Presented by 
Student Value Student Value 

1D Doug We Are Learners Elif We Are Learners Mr Peric 

1E Travis We Are Respectful Samiha 
Erin 

We Are Learners 
We Are Learners 

Ms Esposito 

2C Max We Are Learners Zoe We Are Learners Ms Cavoli 

2F     Ms Fonte De Vos 

2N   Logan We Are Respectful Mr Niciak 

3B     Ms. Blackman 

3R Frankie We Care Ollie We Are Respectful Mr Robinson 

3S Sebastian We Are Respectful Abigail We Are Learners Mrs Spiteri/Mrs Pavich 

4K   Evangelia We Are Learners Mr Krauss 

4M   Daniel We Are Learners Ms McKenzie/Ms Corn 

4P     Ms Preston 

5M   Thomas We Are Learners Ms Mardesic 

5R   Ava We Care Ms Taylor 

5T Luke-Antonio 
Claudia 

We Are Respectful 
We Are Learners 

  Mr Torpey 

6A     Mr Aitken 

6F   Estelle We Are Learners Ms Franco 

6R     Mrs Rigby 

 
 

 
 

CWPS GOOD CITIZENS 
 

These students are acknowledged and thanked by their House Captains for being Good Citizens by exhibiting positive 

behaviours which reflect our School Values. 
 

 3rd March 10th March 

Green House Isabel 3R Rima 5R 

Red House Grace 6A Lucas 3R 

Gold House Morgan 5M Travis 1E 

Blue House Lia 6A Imogen 3R 
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SUMMER INTERSCHOOL SPORTS COMPETITION FOR GRADE 6 STUDENTS 
 

DATE LOCATION  

Friday 17th March CWPS vs Coburg North P/S 
(Basketball & Bat tennis at CWPS  

Softball at shore reserve) 

Home game 

Friday 24th March CWPS Bye round 

Friday 31st March CWPS vs Pascoe Vale  P/S 
(all games played at Pascoe Vale  P/S) 

Away game 
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Let’s be Sun Smart 
 

The Coburg West Primary School SunSmart Policy states: Students are encouraged to apply 
sunscreen before school daily and reapply throughout the day during sun protection hours 
(11am – 3pm) as suggested by Sun Smart Victoria. We encourage families to apply 
sunscreen before coming to school and to supply sunscreen for their child/ children to 
reapply during the day. 
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/ 
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Coburg West – A commitment 
to sustainability 
 

 

 

 

This year, Coburg West Primary School has made a strong commitment to embed more 

sustainable practices in our school operations. Over the next few years, we aim to  

- increase the number and diversity of plants and animals in our schoolyard 

- reconsider and reduce our energy consumption 

- be more mindful of the way in which water is used at the school 

- minimise the amount of waste that is created and sent to landfill 

 

We hope to educate our students about environmental issues, empower them to make change, 

and work with local organisations, council and our incredible parents to further strengthen 

community connections.  

As part of this commitment, we have signed up with the ResourceSmart Schools program. 

ResourceSmart Schools is an award-winning Victorian Government program run by Sustainability 

Victoria that assists schools to embed sustainability throughout teaching, learning and the way 

that schools run. Schools are guided and supported to take action in four key areas: Biodiversity, 

Waste, Energy and Water. There are set targets and actions for schools to document, which helps 

to track our school’s impact and to identify savings made. We will be working closely with our 

school facilitator from CERES to ensure that students and staff can reach these goals.  

 

On Wednesday 1st of March, Miss Blackman and Ms Blatti attended a ResourceSmart Workshop at 

CERES. The day provided opportunities for us to network with other schools at varying stages of 

their own sustainability journey and to learn more about how we could implement the program 

within our own school.  

 

Our Student Sustainability Leaders will be meeting for the first time on Wednesday next week to 

decide which of the key areas will be our focus for the year. They will work on putting together an 

action plan of sustainable practices that they would like to see implemented within the school, 

which will then be shared with students, staff and the wider community. We will have regular 

updates in the school newsletter to keep everyone up to date with our sustainability journey. 

 

You can read up more about ResourceSmart Schools here 

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/energy-efficiency-and-reducing-emissions/resourcesmart-

schools/about-resourcesmart-schools 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/energy-efficiency-and-reducing-emissions/resourcesmart-schools/about-resourcesmart-schools
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/energy-efficiency-and-reducing-emissions/resourcesmart-schools/about-resourcesmart-schools
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MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS ARE OPEN. 
 
For a term of free group lessons please apply by filling out these details and emailing 
to Marianne at violinmaz@gmail.com 
 
Instruments available  
         
Cello ( Katy Molina) 
Violin (Katy Molina) 
Flute / recorder ( Molly Jenkins) 
Clarinet ( Mitchell Hand) (grade 4 students and above only) 
Saxophone (Mitchell Hand) ( grade 4 students and above only) 
 
Parent name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student name:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Student year level / class:_________    Parent phone: _______________________                          
 
Parent email:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Instrument interested in:____________ 
 
 
The scholarships will include a term of group lessons. Instruments can be hired 
through the school or by other arrangement or students can use their own.  
 
Applications close: 24th March 2023. 
 
Lessons will begin in term 2.  
 
Any questions please text Marianne on 0417 550 924 or email violinmaz@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:violinmaz@gmail.com
mailto:violinmaz@gmail.com
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Working Bee March 5, 2023 

 
 

A big thank you to our fantastic school community! 

Last Sunday 44 parents, carers and teachers and 24 kids came along to make improvements to our school grounds. In total that 
amounted to an impressive 120 hours’ worth of volunteer time!   

Lots of effort went into weeding across all areas, contributing the majority of green waste filling up the skip bin. Sand and plant 
debris was removed from the gutters along the sports field, as well as the gutters of the prep building.  

We oiled the existing playground in the big yard, breathing new life into the timber structure. Our good friends from Bunnings 
Coburg donated a tin of the decking oil. Thank you! 

We filled the new garden beds on the south side of the prep, grade 1 and 2 classrooms, getting them ready for future planting. 
This was a really tough job, and it was impressive how all the helpers persisted until it was done. Thank you so much! 

We weeded and mulched the garden beds in the central courtyard. The prep playground and mushroom park got a good tidy up 
and clean. Ms Blackman led the weeding suppression of the front yard, getting this area ready for a planting project to increase 
biodiversity across the school grounds. This project is part of the Resource Smart Schools Program, that the school recently signed 
up to. More on this program soon. 

The Community Group then rewarded us with a BBQ and ice-cold drinks. Thanks Betsy, Kate and Jeremy for organising this.  

For more photos, please visit the Community Group 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/343163175722450 

If you’re keen to get involved with the Building, Grounds 
and Sustainability subcommittee, we are always on the 
lookout for new members. Please email 
cwpsbuilding@gmail.com for more information and how 
to join.  

Thank you 

Building, Grounds and Sustainability Subcommittee 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:cwpsbuilding@gmail.com
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COBURG DISTRICT SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP 2023 
 
The Coburg District Swimming Championship were held on Tuesday 21st February at the Elite Swimming, 
Pascoe Vale Pool. The following students are to be congratulated on their outstanding participation and 
efforts: 
 
Stefan A, Adelaide B, Matilda S, Nicholas R, Hannah P and Alive C 
  
All team members performed extremely well and represented the school in an amazing way. Nicholas R 
has progressed to the Inner North Merri-Bek Division Swimming Championship which will be held on 
Tuesday 14th March. We wish him all the best in the next stage of competition. 
 
Thank you to the parents who arranged transport and participation so that the students could have this 
opportunity. 
 
Well done! 
 
Chris Harvey 
Sports Coordinator 
Coburg West 
 Primary School 
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Coburg West Primary School – Vacation Care Program 
 
Coburg West Primary School is excited to announce that we will be offering Vacation Care for children between the ages of 5 
and 12 years old.  

INTRODUCTION 
Amy Griffin - Vacation Care Co-Ordinator 
Izzy Leopoldseder – Vacation Care Assistant Co-Ordinator/Educator 
HOURS OF OPERATION 
8:00am – 6:00pm 

VACATION CARE FEES 
$90:00 per day (Less your Childcare Subsidy) 
CWPS Vacation Care Program operates under the Commonwealth Governments Childcare Subsidy Scheme.  Please 
ensure that you are registered with my.gov.au to be able to claim the CCS, otherwise you will be charged full fees. 
Once your fee statement has been issued, it must be paid 1 week prior to commencement to secure your child’s 
booking.  
Preferred method of payment is Direct Debit.  
ENROLMENT PROCESS 
To secure a place at the Vacation Care Program you must return your Booking Form with your Child’s completed 
enrolment form. 
PLEASE NOTE: Current OSHC families are not required to complete new child enrolment form. We only request you 
complete the booking form stating which days you would like your child to attend.  
Your booking will only be confirmed once you receive a confirmation email and fees have been paid.  
Vacation Care capacity – 45 students, Educator Child Ratio 1:15 
CANCELLATIONS  
We plan our programming, suppliers, and educators in advance, therefore cancellations can only be made if a 
medical certificate is provided. 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS 
The Vacation Care Program requires Medication, Action Plans and Risk Minimisation for any child who has a 
medical condition including, Anaphylaxis, Asthma, Epilepsy, Diabetes or food allergies. 
Daily medication require a completed student medication form. 
Your child will be unable to attend on the day if the above documentation and medication is not supplied or 
complete.  
 
WHAT TO BRING 
All students are required to bring snacks, lunch, drink bottle and broadbrim hat. 
We recommend that children wear suitable clothing for an active day, which means comfortable clothes. Please 
label all belongings. 
The Program will provide a light breakfast (Cereal and toast) and afternoon tea. 
Please be mindful we have children with nut allergies. 
FORMS OF CONTACT 
Amy Griffin – Email:  amy.griffin@education.vic.gov.au 
                        Phone: 9384 6306 or 0417 032 288 
 
Attached is the Vacation Care Program Activity Brochure 
 

VACATION CARE BOOKING AND ENROMENT FORMS WILL BE 
AVAILABLE ON COMPASS ON MONDAY 6TH MARCH 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:amy.griffin@education.vic.gov.au
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