
 

   

 
 

Friday 6th February 
 
 
 

CWPS ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

DATE ACTIVITY DETAILS 

TERM 1   

February   

Thursday 19th Meet the Teacher 12:00pm Student Dismissal 
In the gym 12:30pm – 7:00pm 

Wed. 25th- Fri. 27th Grade 6 Camp Portsea 

March   

Tuesday 10th Curriculum Day Student Free Day 

Wednesday 11th NAPLAN Commences Grades 3 & 5 

Wednesday 25th World Of Maths Incursion Grades 3 & 4 

Friday 27th Moonlight Cinema Community Fundraising Activity 

April   

Friday 3rd Last Day of Term 1 2:30pm Dismissal 

TERM 2   

Monday 20th First Day of Term 2 9:00am Start 

May   

Wed. 6th – Fri. 8th Grade 5 Camp Grade 5 

Wednesday 20th School Photos Whole School 

June   

Friday 5th Curriculum Day Student Free Day 

Friday 26th Last Day of Term 2 2:30pm Dismissal 

 
Dear School Community, 

Welcome back. The 2026 school year has begun, and I would particularly like to welcome the many new 
families joining our school community. We have had a wonderful start, with all students settling in 
quickly, ready for a good year of growth and learning ahead.  

 

 VICTORIAN SCHOOL TERM DATES FOR 2026 
 STARTS ENDS LAST DAY DISMISSAL  
TERM 1 Wednesday 28th January  Thursday 2nd April 2:30pm Dismissal 
TERM 2 Monday 20th April Friday 26th June 2:30pm Dismissal 
TERM 3 Monday 13th July Friday 18th September 2:30pm Dismissal 
TERM 4 Monday 5th October Friday 18th December 1:30pm Dismissal 



Staffing Updates 

With the commencement of this school year, we welcome back Ms Saville who returns from family 
leave to work alongside Ms Sztrajt who joins our staff this year. We also have Josh and Grace joining our 
team of Educational Support Staff. Please join us in making them all feel welcome as they settle into 
our school community.  

Our staffing arrangements for this year are as follows: 

Prep D  Ms Zschunke     4F Ms Fonte DeVos   
Prep L  Ms Lebon/Mr Robinson   4A Mr Aitken 
1S  Ms Saville/Ms Sztrajt    5E Ms Esposito 
1C  Ms Corn     5T Mr Torpey    
2P  Ms Preston     6O Mr Oberbichler   
2S  Ms Spiteri/Ms Amerena   6R Ms Rigby 
3P  Mr Peric        
3M  Ms McKenzie/Ms Currie        

Literacy Leader/TLI  Ms Amerena 
Numeracy Leader/TLI Ms Currie 
P.E.    Mr Harvey  
Performing Arts  Ms Sommer        
Visual Arts/Italian  Ms DiVincenzo, Ms Petersen 
STEM    Mr Robinson 
Greek    Ms Koklanis 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Ms Kingsley 
Disability Inclusion  Mr Niciak 
 
Integration Supports  Rachael, Hannah, Renee, Danielle, Josh and Grace 
Administration Staff  Monica, Denise and Sonia 
School Nurse   Sue 
Grounds Keeper  Tony 

2026 Student Leaders 

An election process was held across the school late last year, to nominate and elect our 2026 School 
Captains and Student Leaders. This group is made up of year six students who demonstrate our school 
values and were voted for by their peers from grades Prep to six.  

Please join me in congratulating our 2026 School Captains; Royi and Marcus, along with our Student 
Leaders; Jacob, Jack, Remy, Imogen, Zara, Scott, Hugo and Sacha.   

Specialist Program Updates for 2026 

This year we are very excited to launch two new programs as part of our weekly Specialist Programs. 
The first is a STEM program which will provide all students across the school the opportunity to explore 
and learn more about Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.  

While the other program is our CLIL program, where all students will be engaged in Content & Language 
Integrated Learning. In this specialist program, all students will be learning about the Visual Arts which 
will be taught using the Italian language. To learn more about the CLIL approach, please read the article 
that follows in this Newsletter.  

 



CSEF and Enrolment Forms 

Every child would have recently bought home an envelope containing various forms which we ask all 
families to check the information, note any changes, add signatures where required and return to the 
classroom teacher or the office as soon as possible. This will enable the Administration team to check 
that we have the all the correct enrolment details and information relating to your child in our system. 

Also be aware that all CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund) applications must be submitted no 
later than the end of Term 2. This fund is administered by the Department of Education and helps 
eligible families with the costs of camps, sporting activities and excursions/incursions. For more 
information please see the CSEF website or you can collect a form from the Office. 

Communicating With Staff 

If for any reason you need to contact your child’s teacher or any other staff member, you can: 

- Call 9386 1286 and leave a message 
- Email coburg.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au with attention to the relevant staff member 

While families across the school will also have the benefit of utilising the SeeSaw App to communicate 
with their class teachers.  

Regardless of how you make contact, please be reminded that any responses from staff will only be 
made within their working hours.   

Important Policy Reminders 

Each year at this time, we like to remind everyone of some important policies which assist in ensuring 
we maintain a safe and inclusive space for everyone to learn and work at CWPS. All policies can be 
found HERE on our school website. If you should have any feedback or questions relating to any policy, 
please contact the office.  

However, there are some policies that are very important to our school community. As such, I ask that 
you please click on the following policies to read the full document.  

- Privacy Policy 
- Mobile Phone and Communication Device Policy 
- Respect for School Staff Policy 

Voluntary Contribution Payments 

I wish to remind everyone that your Voluntary Contributions can now be paid using COMPASS, Direct 
Deposit or directly at the office.  

These payments help our school cover the costs of providing all the materials and resources your 
children need to engage in their learning. Whether it be pencils, glue, workbooks, paints, sporting 
equipment, laptops, musical instruments, counters or books to read, payment of the Essential Learning 
Items helps us replenish these items as required for your children.  

Other payments listed assist us in areas such as employing Sue our School Nurse and Tony our Grounds 
Keeper.  

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
mailto:coburg.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/page/167/Policies
https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/schoolsprivacypolicyenglish_2023.pdf
https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/cwps_mobile_phones_policy_2023__2027.pdf
https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/cwps_mobile_phones_policy_2023__2027.pdf
https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/respect_for_school_staff_policy_june_2022.pdf


Then there are also the tax-deductible donations families can make to our Building Fund and Library 
Fund, which help us in replenishing reading sets and stocking the library shelves, while also working 
towards upgrades such as new carpets in classrooms.  

Please see our Website (HERE), Compass emails or Newsfeed for more information, or go direct to 
COMPASS to make payments.    

Smile Squad Return 

Your child recently bought home an orange drink bottle containing toothpaste, toothbrush and more 
information regarding Smile Squads visit to CWPS. This free dental service has been attending our 
school and providing free dental checks to our students for the last few years. For your child to benefit 
from this free service, you must provide consent and register. Please see the link in the Newsfeed post 
on COMPASS or the information pack that was sent home with your child last week.  

Classroom Cuisine Deliver to CWPS 

We welcome Classroom Cuisine as the providers of our lunch orders. Families can now order their 
child’s lunch or snack online every day of the week except Tuesdays. Please see the menu following in 
this Newsletter which not only contains the selection but also info on how to order online.  

Reminders 

- Meet the Teacher meetings will be held on Thursday 19th February - Dismissal at 12:00pm – 
Meetings held between 12:30pm and 6:50pm in the Gym. Bookings open soon.  

- School Council Elections will open in coming weeks. Stay tuned for more information.  
- Please refer to the calendar above to note upcoming dates for school holidays, public holidays 

and curriculum days, along with other school events.  

 

Kind regards, 
Mark COLAGRANDE 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cobw.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2026_parent_payment_policy.pdf


 

 
We Are Learners / We Are Respectful / We Are Safe / We Care 

 

Grade Student Value Presented by 
00D   Ms. Zchunke 
00L   Ms. Lebon & Mr. Robinson 
1C Maeve We Care Ms. Corn 
1S Marcus We Care Ms. Sztrajt 
2S Archer We Are Safe  Ms. Spiteri & Ms. Amerena 

2P Angus We Care Ms. Preston 

3M Astrid We Care Ms. McKenzie & Ms. Currie  
3P Alistair We Are Learners Mr. Peric 
4A Eliza We Care Mr. Aitken 
4F Leon We Care Ms. Fonte De Vos 
5E Hazel H. We Are Safe Ms. Esposito 
5T Gianni  We Are Learners Mr. Torpey 
6O Archie We Care Mr Oberbichler 
6R Lucas B.  We Care  Ms. Rigby 
P.E. Riley J. We Are Safe Mr. Harvey 

V.Arts/Italian Darius B. We Are Safe  Ms. DiVincenzo & Ms. Peterson 
P. Arts Zayn N. We Are Respectful Ms. Sommer 
STEM Mason T. We Are Learners Mr. Robinson 

 
 

CWPS GOOD CITIZENS 
These students are acknowledged and thanked by their House Captains for being Good Citizens by 

exhibiting positive behaviours which reflect our School Values. 
 

  6th February 

Green House  Declan 1S 

Red House  Leon 3M 

Gold House  Travis 4F 

Blue House  Max 2S 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing CLIL Visual Arts and Italian 

at Coburg West Primary School 

Benvenuti al nuovo anno scolastico! (Welcome to the new school year!) 

As we begin a new school year, we are delighted to welcome all our families and to introduce an exciting 

addition to our curriculum: CLIL Visual Arts and Italian. 

This year, students will have the opportunity to explore Visual Arts while also learning the Italian language 

in a natural and engaging way. 

CLIL stands for Content and Language Integrated Learning. It is an approach where students learn a 

subject—Visual Arts—through a foreign language. In our case, students will explore creative art activities 

while also learning Italian.  

Why Visual Arts and Italian? 

Visual Arts is a highly visual, practical subject, making it an excellent choice for second language learning.  

Students can understand new words and phrases through images, demonstrations, gestures, and hands-on 

activities. This means they can successfully follow lessons and express themselves creatively, even with 

little or no prior knowledge of Italian. 

What will lessons look like? 

During CLIL Visual Arts lessons: 

• Italian will be introduced gradually using simple vocabulary and phrases 

• Key language will be repeated and reinforced naturally 

• Visual aids and teacher modelling will support understanding 

• English will be used where necessary to ensure clarity and inclusion 

The focus remains firmly on developing artistic skills and creativity, with Italian used as the language of 

learning rather than an additional subject to be tested. 

Benefits for Students  

CLIL Visual Arts and Italian supports student learning in many ways: 

• Encourages early language awareness in a relaxed, pressure-free environment 

• Builds confidence in listening to and using a new language 



• Enhances thinking skills such as problem-solving, memory, and flexibility 

• Promotes creativity and self-expression 

• Develops cultural awareness and curiosity about the wider world 

Inclusive and accessible for all 

No previous knowledge of Italian is required. CLIL is designed to be inclusive, and lessons are carefully 

planned so all students can participate, enjoy, and succeed. 

 

By introducing CLIL Visual Arts and Italian, we aim to enrich our curriculum, spark curiosity, and give 

students valuable skills that will support future learning—all while having fun and being creative. 

 

We look forward to sharing students’ artwork and experiences with you as the new CLIL program develops. 

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Kind Regards   

 

Mrs. Nadia Di Vincenzo and Dr Marie Petersen  

Italian and Visual Arts Teachers  

  

 

Let’s be 
SunSmart 

The Coburg West Primary School 
SunSmart Policy states: Students are 
encouraged to apply sunscreen before 
school daily and reapply throughout 
the day during sun protection hours 
(11am – 3pm) as suggested by Sun 
Smart Victoria. We encourage families 
to apply sunscreen before coming to 
school and to supply sunscreen for 
their child/ children to reapply during 
the day. 

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/ 

 

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 

 



  

 

 



 


